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ISSUE 53–January 2009


      ‘Work With Us’

	
	Divisional Commanders Message

The huge range of Winter Initiatives that have been taking place across the City over the festive period are coming to an end, and I am encouraged by the results. All officers and staff have worked hard to ensure a high visibility presence and crime prevention messages have helped keep crime levels low, and anti social behaviour to a minimum. Hogmanay policing plans were well executed by our officers in a good-natured atmosphere, and the low levels of arrests reflect a fantastic attitude between the police and the public. 

I am pleased to see that some of our officers have been recognised over the past few weeks for their hard work and achievements. PC Simon Daley, CBO for Broughton, has received notable recognition for his work building relations between the Scottish and Polish Communities with the new war memorial in Redbraes Place. He will travel to London later this month to receive a Community Award from the Prime Minister at 10 Downing Street. 

Daragh Gleeson from Portobello has been awarded Probationer of the Year after the Force recognised his positive attitude, commitment and excellent crime solvency rates. 

Last but not least, CBO Neil Doig was nominated for the Community Policeman of the Year Awards in London for his years of dedicated service to the Broomhouse and west Edinburgh areas. Although I am understandably biased I thought Neil should have won this particular award.

While these officers have shown incredible dedication to Lothian and Borders Police, I’m encouraged by every member of staff’s continued efforts to ensure public safety and look forward to a productive year ahead. 

                                                                                                       Chief Superintendent Colin Campbell

Chief Superintendent Colin Campbell


	
	Beauty Spot Awaremess

Edinburgh is beautiful, scenic place to live and there are lots of well-known beauty spots to visit and enjoy the city’s scenery first hand.  Many of these areas have parking facilities and unfortunately thieves have been taking advantage of this lately.  In a number of cases, victims have arrived, parked their cars, placed valuables in the boot and on returning found that their car has been broken into while neighbouring cars with no valuables in the boot remain untouched.  This would indicate that thieves may be observing from nearby and targeting only vehicles that are worth their while.

To reduce the chances of falling victim to this type of crime, we advise that you make sure you lock and secure your car whenever you leave it and don’t leave valuables on display.  Car thieves often steal first and think about value later.  Take your valuables with you or lock them in the boot prior to arriving at the destination where you intend to park up.  Don’t be tempted to hide things under the seats or leave them in the glove box.

Satellite Navigation systems are also highly sought after and we have found that some criminals are looking for the sucker mark that is left on the inside of your windscreen by the handset, then breaking in on the off chance that you’ve hidden the goods somewhere in the car.  TAKE YOUR SAT NAV UNIT WITH YOU.



	

	Over the Christmas and New Year period there were a number of housebreaking crimes across the beat area and elsewhere. Several of these incidents involved the use of garden tools or implements, which had obviously been stolen from elsewhere and were then discarded at the scene. This evidence therefore highlights the need for the improved security of garden huts and I have attached a relevant leaflet for your attention. I have also arranged for this and another booklet providing a practical guide to crime reduction to be circulated to local public buildings. If any of you would like any further information on security matters please contact either our Crime Prevention Officer or myself.

Many of you will have noted an increase in the works taking place along Bankhead, Broomhouse and Stenhouse Drives along with the closure of the guided bus lane that runs along this route. This escalation in activity is in connection with the installation of facilities for the new tram system. In conjunction with these works representatives from the main contactor will be visiting local schools to provide relevant safety information to pupils and staff. Further information on these works and the tram system in general can be obtained by contacting Catherine Gick at catherine.gick@tie.ltd.uk, who will be working in the area over the coming months. I am already aware that concerns have been raised by community groups in both Broomhouse and Saughton Mains with regard to parking and road safety issues associated with the tram works as they progress and I’ll be working in association with all interested parties to seek the best possible solutions.

The local CCTV system again proved it worth again recently when a youth responsible for an unprovoked assault in the North Sighthill area was identified from footage recovered by the police.  Several cameras are installed across the beat area and provide an invaluable tool to detecting the culprits of crime, anti-social behaviour and can provide irrefutable evidence. Contact can be made with the CCTV control room at the number provided to report any ongoing incidents.

The next meeting of The North Sighthill Redevelopment Group takes place on 4 March when it is hoped further information will be available with regard to the ‘future vision’ for the area. At this time Hermiston Court is now completely empty and has been sealed for security reasons. Weir Court is approximately one third empty and the relocation of families is moving at a faster than expected pace. Clearance work on the site of the demolished Broomview House has now ended and discussions are now under way with the local community to decide the best practical use for that area over the coming months. If anybody has any suggestions as to possible uses please let me know and I’ll pass them on.

There is also much activity around the site of the Napier University campus in the area as reconstruction work on the building begins in earnest. All in all it’s a busy time in the North Sighthill area at the moment!!

Following my request for information to be included in forthcoming issues of the newsletter I was contacted by staff at The City Of Edinburgh Council Community Safety Team, who wish to make some future contributions. I look forward to their input.

In conclusion, I would like to remind everybody of the need to work hand in hand and in partnership if we are to achieve our goals for the year ahead and please let me know if I can be of any assistance.




	
Community Beat Officer – PC Neil Doig

0131-622-2426

neil.doig@lbp.pnn.police.uk
Wester Hailes Police Station

49 Dumbryden Drive

Edinburgh, EH14 2QR

0131-442-2626

Pentlands Policing ‘Neighbourhood Action Unit’

South West Local Neighbourhood Office

Westside Plaza, Edinburgh

0131-527-3842

The City Of Edinburgh Council

South West  Community Safety Team

0131-527-3812
Crime Prevention Officer – PC Bert Wilson

Wester Hailes Police Station

0131-622-2429

bert.wilson@lbp.pnn.police.uk

The City Of Edinburgh Council CCTV Control

0131-469-3520 

Crimestoppers

0800 555 111

	
	As usual various local groups are looking at ways of bolstering their income and supporting their financial needs. To this end staff at the BIG Project are currently collecting unwanted or broken mobile phones, which can be sold to raise much needed cash. If anybody would like to make such a donation or would like any additional information please contact the project.
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The BIG Project
Broomhouse Primary School, 33/39 Saughton Road, Edinburgh EH11 3RQ

t: 0131 622 7784   e: bigproject@hotmail.co.uk
w: www.thebigproject.org.uk
Once again I have received several enquiries about the possible formation of new Neighbourhood Watches, especially in the Saughton Mains area. I’d hope that, on this occasion, such interest might be translated into the actual founding of new ‘watches’ but this will ultimately depend upon the involvement of the majority of residents.

If anybody else would like to know more about the concept of Neighbourhood Watch please let me known and I’ll provide the relevant information.
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