MINUTES OF THE TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY NINTH MEETING MEETING OF STENHOUSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON 18th JUNE 2008

 

PRESENT:

P Carr (Chair), E Legget (Secretary), E Mulligan (Planning), J Anderson, J Brownlee, 
J Lawrie, S McPherson, B Myles, J Renwick, R Wight

IN ATTENDANCE:

PC Neil Doig (LBP), Mrs N Cruickshank
Pat opened the meeting by welcoming everyone including several members of the public and particularly several people from the Whitson area.
1. APOLOGIES

J Blakey, M Blakey, W Spence, Cllr Nick Elliot-Cannon, Sarah Boyack MSP, Shirley-Ann Somerville MSP
2. MINUTES OF MEETING 21ST MAY 2008

The Minutes of the meeting held on 21st May 2008 were approved; proposed by Stella McPherson and seconded by Jean Brownlee.  
3. MATTERS ARISING

3.1 Attendance
Gail Fairgrieve and Sharon Delworth’s position as members of Stenhouse Community Council was discussed.  It was agreed that Pat would contact them both again but they will have to make a firm commitment with regard to attendance at meetings should they wish to continue.







  Action Pat
3.2 Skatepark
There was a discussion about the Skatepark and Pat announced that there will be a walk round Saughton Park on Wednesday 16th July at 7.00pm for members of the Community Council and members of Saughton Mains Residents Association meeting outside the Winter Gardens.  There will also be a Consultation meeting in Carrickvale Community Centre on 25th June at 7.00pm.  Some discussion took place regarding amenities in the Saughton Park and John advised that South West Neighbourhood Partnership will undertake a consultation exercise on all parks in their area. 
3.3 Community Council Consultation Exercises
Members did not have sufficient time to read the consultation documents and will either respond individually or contact Elaine with comments.  We need to respond by 31st August, 1st of August was a printing error.
3.4 Edinburgh Association of Community Councils AGM 21st June
Pat reminded members about the EACC meeting on 21st June and advised that anyone interested in attending should let Elaine know.

3.5 Trees
Jack had complained about overgrown trees in an adjacent garden.  Elaine has emailed Gordon Dickson and Tommy Walker but has had no response to date.  Elaine will contact Gordon and Tommy again.




Action Elaine
3.6 Grass Cutting
Item carried forward to next meeting as Nick was dealing with this.  Elaine advised that she had contacted Jean with the number with the number for “Garden Aid” which is 529 3030.
3.7 Traffic Calming in Whitson Grove
Nick Elliot-Cannon dealing.
3.8 Rubbish and Tree Cutting in Whitson Walk
Mrs Younger went on the Walkabout with Council representatives several problems were identified and where possible action will be taken but as representatives are covering the walkabouts during Gordon Dickson’s absence major work will be brought to Gordon’s attention on his return from sick leave.  Ron advised of a problem with an overgrown hedge at 11 Stenhouse Street West, Elaine will contact the Council.  Some discussion took place on the criteria for “Garden Aid” Elaine will contact the Council.










    Action Elaine
3.9 Community Safety Surgeries
Neil reported that only one person had attended the last Community Safety Surgery.       The surgeries will be held again and Neil will let us know the dates as soon as possible.

3.10 Change of Name
Elaine advised that we can apply to change the name of the Community Council to        reflect the areas covered because a review of the Community Council Scheme. A vote was taken and it was agreed that the name be changed to Stenhouse, Whitson and Saughton Mains Community Council.   Elaine also reported that Eileen Hewitt had confirmed that we should have 12 Elected Community Council members and 6 Nominated members.  Elaine was further advised by Eileen that Stenhouse Mill Lane is in Hutchison / Chesser Community Council area and Balgreen School and Library are in Gorgie / Dalry Community Council area.
4. NOMINTION OF NEW MEMBERS
Ron Wight submitted a letter of resignation from the Community Council.  Pat thanked Ron for his many years of service and wished him well for the future.

Three new members were elected:
Louisa Jeffrey nominated by Elaine Legget, seconded by John Lawrie
Anne Paterson nominated by Pat Carr, seconded by Eddie Mulligan

Robert Wicksted nominated by Jim Renwick, seconded by Louisa Jeffrey
5. POLICE REPORT

Neil reported that youth problems have arisen at Stenhouse Cross and the shops at Saughton Mains in recent weeks.  Temporary cameras will be installed at Saughton Mains if the lampposts are suitable.  Two of the temporary cameras have been removed from Stenhouse Cross and installed at the underpass between Sighthill Shopping Centre and the Medical Centre.  The cameras have already helped the Police identify a man who was responsible for the attack on a 77 year old lady. 
The beat currently covered by Neil will be split between Neil and another officer in the next few weeks.

Councillor Coleman has suggested that the Community Safety Surgeries be held jointly with Councillors.  A suggestion has also been made for street surgeries to be held where Community Police Officers, Council Officials and Councillors will be available for questions, complaints from the public.

Neil has suggested to the Council that speed cameras advising drivers of their speed may be more effective in some areas than speed bumps.  Communications between the Police and Council officials are improving and progress is being made in resolving problems.

The Police have started test purchasing exercises in the area and two shops failed their first test but passed the second.

6. PLANNING

Eddie reported that an application has been granted for a wall display unit at 10 Stenhouse Cross.
7. TREASURER’S REPORT

Elaine reported that the auditor has completed his audit of the accounts for 2007/08 and submitted his report.  The books were found to be “very well presented compared with previous years and were easy to audit”.  Elaine also circulated the signed version of last year’s accounts along with a list of transactions to date.  The balance at the bank is currently £1616.94.
8. PARTNERSHIP and AREA BOARD ISSUES

John reported that the Neighbourhood Partnership has not met since our last meeting.  A Finance Group has been set up within the Partnership and it was agreed that John and Elaine would represent Stenhouse Community Council.
The Area Board met on Tuesday 17th June and John reported that members had been called to the meeting at very short notice so a number of items on the agenda could not be discussed.  The remit of the Board was agreed as Environmental Projects, Landlord Performance, Housing Activity Communication and the Chair should be a Tenant representative.   A points based rating system for Environmental Projects was agreed.  Following the West group’s decision to branch out on their own the South West Area Board has been awarded £500,000 of joint monies.  The election of a Chair for the South West Board could not take place due to the small number of members in attendance.
9. SAUGHTON MAINS FAYRE DAY


Pat announced that Saughton Mains Fayre Day will be on Saturday 30th August from 12 noon to 4.00pm.  Stenhouse Community Council will have a table and volunteers are required to help out.  Elaine has a quiz which could be given out with sweets as prizes for correct answers a suggestion box could also be set up.  Elaine will contact Eileen Hewitt for any items such as pens, balloons etc which could promote Community Councils. 







Action Elaine 
10. REVIEW OF EDINBURGH COMMUNITY COUNCIL SCHEME
The Council are currently carrying out a review of the Edinburgh Community Council Scheme.  To be discussed at the next meeting.
11. CORRESPONDENCE

Elaine circulated a list of correspondence received.
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a) Donation for Baptist Church
It was agreed that a donation of £50.00 should be given to Stenhouse Baptist Church for the use of their church for our public meeting which was held in April.  Some discussion took place about the sum to be paid as the Church is a charity and relies on donations they do not have a fixed rate.  Pat will bring a list of charges for School room hire to the next meeting.




Action Pat
b) Margaret Doherty Memorial
It was agreed after considerable discussion that because the Community Centre have purchased a bench with a plaque commemorating Margaret Doherty’s service to the community that the Community Council would not arrange any further commemoration.  There was also discussion about a cup to commemorate the Twenty-fifth anniversary of Stenhouse Community Council.  Letters were sent to Stenhouse and Balgreen primary schools at the beginning of this year about the possibility of donating a cup to be awarded for outstanding achievement but to date neither school has responded.  Pat reported that she had discussed the matter with a teacher from Stenhouse School and that the Head-teacher and staff are very interested but they would like time to decide on which merit the award should be made.
c) Notice board
John reported that the Neighbourhood Partnership could be approached for monies for notice boards and asked for suggestions on suitable locations. 
d) Drains on Dual Carriageway at Saughton Mains
 The drains in Saughton Mains have been cleared but the drain on the dual carriageway needs to be cleared.  Elaine will write to the Council.


Action Elaine

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 20th August at 7.00pm in Carrickvale Community Centre.


