
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 21st APRIL 2010
Present
Louisa Jeffrey, Pat Carr, Anne Paterson, PC Neil Doig, Jean Brownlee, Stella McPherson, Anne Stevenson
Guests: Justine Stansfield, Recycling Dept, City of Edinburgh Council, Paul Saunders, Community Safety Team, City of Edinburgh Council

1. Apologies
Apologies Submitted: Eddie Mulligan, Betty Dryden, Iain Donaldson, Nicola Moll
Not Present & No Apologies Submitted: Jimmy Anderson, Cllr Nick Elliott-Cannon Nancy Cruickshank, Robert Wickstead, Cllr. Donald Wilson. Marlene Galashan
2. Pat welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  Amendments No 1 = [section: Matters Arising no. 5], - “Council tax” to be replaced by “Rent”.
Proposed by Jean Brownlee, Seconded by Anne Paterson.
3.  Matters Arising
1. ON-HOLD ÍSSUE: Pedestrian crossing at Stenhouse Cross: to discuss proposals for improving the traffic situation there – Pat advised that Gordon Drysdale confirmed that the ‘No End On’ signs have been removed.  Situation will continue to be monitored.
2. ONGOING ISSUE: Stella’s housing query about single/multiple occupancy, particularly under-occupied premises, within our area and the Council Tax payment rates query will again be carried forward to next meeting. Cllr Elliott-Cannon confirmed that a paper is due out in next couple of months regarding downsizing property of those individuals living in family-sized properties.  Action: Cllr Elliott-Cannon to advise when it actually becomes available.
3. ONGOING ISSUE: Stella’s query was specifically to know how many pensioners live in homes of two bedrooms or more.  Is rent being charged based on number of rooms? Stella spoke with Cllr Elliott-Cannon about it – to further progress.    Action: Cllr Elliott-Cannon to contact the Housing Dept for this information.
4. ONGOING ISSUE: Footpath in Stenhouse Drive – Ownership of this path leading to the play park area needs to be identified.  Confirmation received that each neighbour at Nos 50 – 56 Stenhouse Drive is responsible for a section of the footpath, as well as a communal area.  Action: Pat to contact Tommy Walker to progress.
5. ONGOING ISSUE: Rent in Saughton Mains: does CEC expect its tenants to pay the standard rent rate despite such properties being structurally unsound.  Action: Pat to forward relevant information to Cllr Elliott-Cannon.
6. ONGOING ISSUE: Parked vehicles posing a potential danger to road users.  PC Doig provided an update: vehicle on Stenhouse Avenue is owned by an individual.  PC Doig asked the owner to move the vehicle a little further back so as not to cause a disruption to the safety and flow of traffic.  Action: PC Doig to approach the owner again as the vehicle has still not been moved.  Vehicle on Stenhouse Place West was locked.  Action: PC Doig to make further enquiries.
7. ONGOING ISSUE: Whitson Grove (at around No. 11): members reported high hedge and tip located at rear of property.  Action: Pat to again speak with Gordon Dickson about this issue.
8. ATC building: perhaps get them round for a meeting to discuss what’s happening there.  Louisa sent contact information to PC Doig.  Action: PC Doig to advise if the building is open to other groups / organisations.
Justine Stansfield gave brief presentation about proposed Recycling Bins at Saughton Park – it is hoped they will be in place by the time of the Skatepark Official Opening on 8th May.  Map of proposed location of Bins provided to all members.

4.   Police Report
PC Doig gave update on recent garden hut fires in Stenhouse area, mainly taking place between 2 and 5am.  PC Doig working with Fire Brigade to see what can be done.

Toilet facilities at Saughton Park: one proposed idea is coin-operated toilets.  PC Bert Wilson is leading on this issue.  PC Doig gave overview of events scheduled for the official opening of the Skatepark at Saughton Park on Saturday 8th May.
PC Doig reported on continued issue of drug use in stairwells (Stenhouse and Saughton Mains areas).
Issue of bins being deliberately opened and contents spread over Whitson Road.

Bike-mounting equipment (two types) are now available.  Action: PC Doig to provide further information when the leaflets are available.

PC Doig attends the Youth Providers Forum and gave update.  Action: PC Doig to provide Louisa with relevant information for inclusion on website and perhaps newsletter.
PC Doig advised of his attendance at initial meeting involving Huchie Vale Football Club who are looking to use some land for their football club.
Advised of Crime Prevention unit working with schools in the area via a Pupil Council.
It was noted that some clothing marked for charity uplift was recently stolen from Stenhouse Baptist Church.

Vandalism at Bowling Club was reported.

Safer Neighbourhood Teams – there is expected to be twenty Police Constables and two Police Sergeants.

Confirmed that Community Concergies are deployed occasionally to check stairwells etc.

Handed out ‘Don’t Give Thieves a Chance’ leaflets for distribution.
Monday Night Football due to start again soon.  Action: PC Doig to provide Louisa with relevant information for inclusion in newsletter and website.
PC Doig confirmed he meets with the Community Safety Team once a week to discuss issues.  Paul Saunders confirmed crime level in our area is low, and that crime prevention and intervention is best route where possible.

It was confirmed that invitations to the Skatepark Management Group meeting will be sent out shortly.  Our Community Council will be asked to send a representative.
5.  Planning
No significant planning issues affecting our area although it was noted that a BT mast is to be erected near Chesser House (see application reference 10/00600/FUL for more information).  Please visit 

http://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_searchform.aspx
(then in the “Community Council” field, state ‘Stenhouse’) for full information.

6. Treasurer’s Report
The opening balance was 1832.98 outgoings for the month £24.00, £34.99, £23.68 and net interest of 0.12 - leaving a balance closing balance of £1750.40.
7.  Neighbourhood Partnership and Area Board
Louisa – gave brief overview including notification of Public Meeting to be held at on Tuesday 11th May.
Action: Louisa to ask Richard Koch (Criminal Service Team, South West office) to our next meeting to give us overview of his department and how we can work together.  Action: ONGOING. Louisa to check Walkabout info Eddie brought along (re. his query to Andrew Wallace, CEC) to chase up.  This is now being dealt with under ‘Matters Arising’ above.
Area Board: 

Pat advised of Stair Cleaning presentation and Landlord Presentation.

Action: ONGOING: Can any of our members become a Deputy Representative to attend the Area Board if Pat is unable to. 
8. Saughton Park

It was noted that invitations will shortly be sent out for the Skatepark Official Opening.
Action: ONGOING: Nominate a member to be our rep on the forthcoming Skatepark Management Committee.  Pat and Louisa to attend initial meeting.
Action: ONGOING: It was noted that the whole surrounding area of Saughton Park requires tidying up / cutting back hedges etc that are now substantially covering the surrounding pavement area.  Louisa to see about including this as a project for the Community Service Team, alternatively to contact CEC Parks dept.

9. Website / Newsletter
Louisa asked members for any contributions to the website and newsletter.  Louisa brought draft newsletter and invited comments and suggestions.  Action: Louisa to speak with Anne Stevenson for information about the removal of items from “chute rooms”, and to bring latest draft of newsletter to next meeting where hopefully pictures / update on Skatepark official opening will be included.
10. Correspondence
Please see attached excel spreadsheet.  Also:-

· Louisa to complete and submit our response to the Open Space Strategy Consultation document and Allotment Strategy Consultation.
· Open All Hours at WHEC leaflet from Community Learning Development dept.
11.  AOB
· ONGOING: New Letterhead paper to be designed showing our full name.

· ONGOING: Funding to be applied for re Noticeboard at Whitson

· ONGOING: Noticeboard at Stenhouse Cross needing repaired. Obtain quotes.

Date of Next Meeting: 19th May 2010
Minutes of 21st April 2010 CC meeting


