



MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 20th JANUARY 2010
Present
Louisa Jeffrey, Eddie Mulligan, Stella McPherson, Jimmy Anderson, Pat Carr, Iain Donaldson, Jean Brownlee, Nancy Cruickshank, PC Neil Doig, PC Scott Carpenter
1. Apologies
Apologies Submitted:  Anne Paterson, Nicola Moll, Sarah Boyack MSP, Anne Stevenson, Cllr Nick Elliott-Cannon, Mary Murray
Not Present & No Apologies Submitted: Robert Wickstead, Betty Dryden, Cllr. Donald Wilson. 
2. Pat welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  Amendments [section: Matters Arising no. 3 “Stenhouse Place East” replaced with “Stenhouse Drive”] were made to previous Minutes.  Proposed by Jean Brownlee, Seconded by Stella McPherson.

3.  Matters Arising
1. ONGOING ÍSSUE: Pedestrian crossing at Stenhouse Cross: to discuss proposals for improving the traffic situation there – Pat and PC Doig confirmed they’ve not heard anything more about this. Action: Pat to contact Gordon Drysdale for further information.  PC Doig reported those pedestrians he spoke with showed no concern.
2. ONGOING ISSUE: Stella’s housing query about single/multiple occupancy, particularly under-occupied premises, within our area and the Council Tax payment rates query will be carried forward to next meeting. Action: Louisa to send Licensing Dept, CEC, an email (and send PC Doig a copy).  PC Doig confirmed he spoke with Tommy Banner, Housing Dept, CEC, regarding multiple occupancy issues.
3. ONGOING ISSUE: Stella’s query was specifically to know how many pensioners live in homes of two bedrooms or more.  Is rent being charged based on number of rooms? Stella spoke with Cllr Elliott-Cannon about it – to further progress.    Action: Louisa to ask the Housing Dept for this information.
4. ONGOING ISSUE: Footpath in Stenhouse Drive – Ownership of this path leading to the play park area needs to be identified as to what the neighbouring owners at Nos 50 – 56 Stenhouse Drive are responsible for. Tommy Walker will check with House Sales and see what the owners missives state etc. Tommy to get back to Pat once he has some more information.
5. Council tax in Saughton Mains: does CEC expect its tenants to pay the standard rent rate despite such properties being structurally unsound.  Action: Stella to progress.
6. Stenhouse Walkabout: Jimmy and Eddie both reported two vehicles seemingly left abandoned in Stenhouse Place West and Stenhouse Avenue, and noted this to CEC during the most recent Walkabout.  Action: Pat to ask Gordon Dickson for printout of all Walkabout reports.
7. Whitson Grove (at around No. 11): members reported high hedge and tip located at rear of property.  Action: Pat to speak with Gordon Dickson again about this issue.
8. Walkabout dates: Stenhouse area (16/02/10 at 10.30am); Saughton Mains area (23/02/10 at 10.30am); and Whitson area (02/03/10 at 10.30am).
4.   Police Report
Kevin Greg is the new Chief Inspector, and David Connolly is the Acting Inspector (whilst Inspector Ralston is currently away).
PC Doig reported a couple of incidents relating to gang activity within Stenhouse and confirmed that youth-related calls take most of their time.  A new Youth Strategy document is currently being devised and PC Doig will circulate when ready.

Pilot project: targeting main offenders of anti-social behaviour – initial findings will be made available soon.  PC Doig to advise further.
Underpath at Calder Road: vandalism is not currently a major concern.  Overgrown bushes have been cut back.
PC Doig reported that items that will be placed within the new playpark will be indestructible thereby hopefully eliminating that type of vandalism.

PC Doig asked members to keep a particular eye out for signs of cannabis cultivation, incidents of which have risen.
PC Doig confirmed he asks the Environmental Wardens to look around our area.
Broomhouse Monday Night Football project, and the Friday night (midnight) Football project, are both running and new members are welcome to join at any time.  Reported good news about females attending the football classes.
PC Doig asked members to advise of any public buildings which we feel may require extra police awareness / attention.
Members were asked to give ‘our thoughts’ to PC Scott Carpenter – who is joining the Police Community Beat Officers’ Team.
· Police patrols are not visible – and should be since they’re a recognised deterrent!

· Raised issue of positive perception so important – lack of face to face contact may prove detrimental.
· PC Doig to advise if legislation has changed regards prohibiting people.
· Members expressed an interest to visit the Bilston Centre again (first time for some).
5.  Planning
No significant planning issues affecting our area. Please visit 

http://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_searchform.aspx
(then in the “Community Council” field, state ‘Stenhouse’) for full information.

6. Treasurer’s Report
Anne provided Louisa with an update to advise members.  It was noted that the information Pat previously took was only the top sheet and was not the full set of accounts.  These accounts have now been signed off by the Accountant.  Action: Anne to circulate at next meeting – where we can also see at what stage we’re at regards the Mosaic funding. 

7.  Neighbourhood Partnership and Area Board
Louisa reported on the recent NP Public meeting which focussed on health issues.  Interesting event and good to talk to those in the health sector who operate within our area.
Louisa reported no significant issues from the recent Transport sub-group meeting.  Unfortunately was unable to attend the recent Funding sub-group meeting and no minutes were available.
Open Space Audit Questionnaire and consultation details were noted.  Action: Pat and Louisa to discuss a CC entry for Questionnaire.  This action is carried forward from October’s meeting.
Action: Louisa to ask Richard Koch (Criminal Service Team, South West office) to our next meeting. 
Action: ONGOING. Louisa to check Walkabout info Eddie brought along (re. his query to Andrew Wallace, CEC) to chase up.  
Area Board: 

Pat read out the relevant points from the Area Board’s previous meeting
Action: Can any of our members become a Deputy Representative to attend the Area Board if Pat is unable to. 
8. Saughton Park

John Travers, Senior Community Development Officer, CEC, reported that the contractor has reported a smooth build experience so far. With the winter weather the build schedule is running about two to three weeks behind. It is still on target for March.
 

John Travers will speak to David Wardrop and get back to us with the details on the setting up of the Management Committee. Stenhouse Community Council is one of the recognised stakeholders who will certainly be invited to provide reps to the Management Committee. 
Louisa noted that the Stenhouse Community Council website includes a link to pictures of the Skatepark development.

PC Doig reported that he’s aware that there is discussion about moving the CCTV camera away from its intended area ie. where it can view skatepark and playpark.  However he noted that nothing has come of that.

Action: Nominate a member to be our rep on the Skatepark Management Committee.
Action: It was noted that the whole surrounding area of Saughton Park requires tidying up / cutting back hedges etc that are now substantially covering the surrounding pavement area.  Louisa to see about including this as a project for the Community Service Team, alternatively to contact CEC Parks dept.
9. Website / Newsletter
Website updated.  Louisa asked members for any contributions to the newsletter – hopes to bring a draft to next meeting.
10. Correspondence
Please see attached excel spreadsheet.  Also:-

· Meet the Funders event, 28th Jan 2-4pm
· Planning training event, 13th February 9.30am-3.30pm

· Lothian and Borders Police Board – information about Custody Visiting Scheme (trained volunteers who visit police stations unannounced to check on the welfare of the people held in police custody.

· Flood Protection – newsletter (Winter 2010 edition)
· Sarah Boyack MSP - newsletter

· Edinburgh Tenants Federation: Burn’s Supper event details

· Broomhouse Young Carers leaflets

· Wester Hailes Health Agency What’s On booklet

· Working for Families, CEC, leaflet

· Central Libraries Dept – for Stenhouse Community Council’s contact details to be included on new database. Action: Louisa to complete and send form.

· Planning Aid for Scotland – leaflets

· Vulnerable Adults – leaftlet

· Keep Well Informed – leaflet

· Edinburgh Community Council Newsletter – November issue

· Tenants Voice – newsletter

· Connect - newsletter

· Christmas cards from Gavin Brown MSP and Rt. Hon. Alistair Darling MP

11.  AOB
· ONGOING: New Letterhead paper to be designed showing our full name.

· ONGOING: Funding to be applied for re Noticeboard at Whitson

· ONGOING: Noticeboard at Stenhouse Cross needing repaired. Brenda to arrange possible repair.

· ATC building: perhaps get them round for a meeting to discuss what’s happening there.  Action: Pat and PC Doig to provide Louisa with contact details.
· Social Works Team that runs the Community Centre café advised that the café will close down from end of January 2009.  Action: Pat to speak with Andy Vardy about it.  Action: Pat and Louisa to draft a letter of support.
· Edinburgh Tenant’s Federation: Pat provided 30 names of pensioners in the Saughton Mains area who would be housebound in the recent bad weather and would benefit from the council’s scheme to provide them with groceries and supplies to help until they could get back out themselves. Unfortunately too short notice to advise about Stenhouse and Whitson areas, and the scheme has now wound down. Action: All members to provide Pat with any relevant names of those who we feel would benefit from this scheme for the future.
· Nomination forms: (a) It was reported that no nomination form has been received from Carrickvale Community Centre.  (b) Eileen Hewitt, CEC, sent email to Stenhouse Primary School regards the completion of their nomination form.  Action: Pat to chase the progress of this.

· Jimmy noted, due to his own experience, that there can be a significant delay in trying to contact the Royal Mail depot in the Gyle area (for collecting recorded delivery items, etc).

Date of Next Meeting: 17th February 2010
Minutes of 20th January 2010 CC meeting


