
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 19th May 2010
Present
Pat Carr, Anne Paterson, Jimmy Anderson, PC Neil Doig, Nancy Cruickshank, Stella McPherson, Iain Donaldson
1. Apologies
Apologies Submitted: Anne Stevenson, Louisa Jeffrey, Eddie Mulligan, Jean Brownlee, Nicola Moll
Not Present & No Apologies Submitted: Betty Dryden, Robert Wickstead, Marlene Galashan, 
2. Pat welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  Amendments - : Matters Arising no. 2, remove this from minutes),Treasurers report figures incorrect replace with figures provided by Anne Paterson tonight,  Police report - change bike mounting to bike marking.  
Proposed by Stella McPherson and Seconded by Anne Paterson.
3.  Matters Arising
1. ONGOING ÍSSUE: Pedestrian crossing at Stenhouse Cross: ‘No End On’ signage removed although cars are parking both side on and end on at present. Situation will be monitored by Gordon Drysdale and Neil Doig.
2. ONGOING ISSUE: Stella’s housing query relates to how many pensioners are living in houses of two bedrooms and more and paying full rent? Action: Cllr Elliott-Cannon to advise when he has relevant information.
3. ONGOING ISSUE: Footpath in Stenhouse Drive – Some confusion as to what we were asking of Tommy Walker – No problems with the path at present but Jimmy’s question was who would be responsible for maintenance and repairs if/when problems arose i.e. during winter when hard frost and ice accumulates on pathway? It is a public thoroughfare but Council maintain ownership of this path leading to the play park area is shared between the neighbouring owners at Nos 50 – 56 Stenhouse Drive, the Council and Parks Dept. Action: Pat to contact Tommy Walker to progress. Neil also to speak with Tommy to try and clarify.
4. ONGOING ISSUE: Rent in Saughton Mains: does CEC expect its tenants to pay the standard rent rate despite such properties being structurally unsound.  Action: Pat has already forwarded relevant Orlit/Blackburn information to Cllr Elliott-Cannon. Awaiting reply. 
5. ONGOING ISSUE: Parked vehicles posing a potential danger to road users. PC Doig has provided frequent updates. Vehicle on Stenhouse Avenue has been removed and the vehicle on Stenhouse Place West is in constant use. Neil Doig to continue monitoring.  
6. Whitson Grove (at around No. 11): members reported high hedge and tip located at rear of property.  Action: Gordon Dickson has said this will be picked up again on next walkabout.
7. ATC building: Neil Doig has spoken with the ATC group and will bring information when available.
4.   Police Report
PC Doig advised overall the area has been quiet of late. 

No more fires in the area. Neil reiterated he has to be given information to deal with such problems so if anyone has any information then either contact Neil or Crime stoppers.
Missing woman enquiry has now gone from a missing person to a Murder enquiry.

Neil reported that the drug use in stairwells (Stenhouse and Saughton Mains areas) has quietened down.
Youth Forum in SW Edinburgh is going to try involving younger primary schoolchildren to get their views. Neil has contacted the 3 primary schools in his area i.e. Stenhouse, Broomhouse and St. Josephs.  
Saughton House will soon have another 350 staff moving in throughout June so there is possibility of additional parking problems. Neil will monitor the situation and see what can be done if problems arise. Pat mentioned there was discussion in the past to have double yellow lines installed but no further action took place. 
Skatepark Opening event – No particular issues. Over 2000 people attended on the day. Only 1 small accident. CCTV still not working although temporary one is in use.
Skate park management committee will be represented by Sergeant Steve Liddell from the NP Unit. 

New Community Safer Neighbourhood Team will start in our area on 1st September 2010. They are currently looking for a place to house the teams and Pentland House in Robb’s Loan is being considered. 
Bike Marking events – Neil will try and arrange one for Saughton Park area and will keep us updated.  Both Anne and Nancy asked if they had to wait on such an event for the bike marking and were advised they could contact the Crime Prevention Unit at any time. 
Monday Night Football has an excellent turnout of youths and will continue throughout the summer.

An assault took place in Stenhouse Drive area on 12th May where a man was robbed of his mobile phone and money by 3 men. Descriptions have been given and the enquiry is ongoing.
Stella mentioned the problems with overgrown hedges in gardens in Saughton Mains Drive and her concerns that people could be lurking behind them. Pat and Neil will check and take forward to relevant Council reps. These issues are usually picked up on Walkabouts as well.

Neil left the meeting.
5.  Planning
Nancy read out the one planning issue relevant to our area. 
For further information please visit:
http://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_searchform.aspx
(Then in the “Community Council” field, state ‘Stenhouse’) for full information.

6. Treasurer’s Report
Anne gave the correct information relating to our previous meeting. Opening Balance for period 2nd April – 30th April 2010 was £1615.11. Interest Received £0.11p, Closing Balance £1,615.22.  Public Liability this year would again be deducted from our CC Annual grant and the cost this year would be £52.00. 

7.  Neighbourhood Partnership and Area Board
No Area Board update. Pat asked again if anyone interested in being deputy rep and Iain expressed an interest depending on dates of meetings.
Neighbourhood Partnership – Louisa gave a short presentation at Public Meeting held on 11/05/2010 re Funding given for Carrickvale Comm. Centre, and also re our newsletter. About 40 of the general public attended and overall it was a good meeting.

Transport Meeting was on 13/05/2010 but unfortunately Louisa could not attend.

Funding Panel meeting – we have still to be advised what South West area funding allocation is to be.
8. Remove the item on agenda for Community Council change of name and insert Skate Park in Saughton Park

Louisa and Pat attended the first Management Committee meeting for the Skate park. Asked if anyone was interested in becoming our rep on this committee. No one at this stage offered although full body of committee was not in attendance. Pat said that she and Louisa would be happy to continue if no one else interested. Additional seating is required and we proposed that CC could apply for funding to help. Anne mentioned youth shelters she had seen in Burntisland and will forward info to Pat. Pat gave brief update from the skate park meeting. Once minutes received copies will be handed out. Action: Representative item to be discussed again at next meeting
9. Website / Newsletter
Pat read out Louisa’s notes and passed round draft copies of the next newsletter. Louisa is still waiting on photos from David Wardrop re the skate park opening event. Also the summer programme for the Community Centre is still not available but hopefully will be ready soon. 
We will be including some information provided by Hutchie Vale and also Stenhouse Primary school.
10. Correspondence
Pat handed out copies of the correspondence. 
Additional correspondence received: 

Gorgie War Memorial Update – staying open

Sarah Boyacks Newsletter
11.  AOB
· ONGOING: New Letterhead paper to be designed showing our full name and possible logo. Nancy will ask her grandson to design a logo for us using the initials of the CC.
· ONGOING: Funding to be applied for re Noticeboard at Whitson

· ONGOING: Noticeboard at Stenhouse Cross still needing repaired. Iain to ask a friend for quote.
· ONGOING: Public Meeting – discussion took place and Sept/Oct decided for next one

· Residents of the Saughton Mains Park flats fire are appar not being kept up to date of situation. Pat to contact Debbie Herbertson for information
· Nicola Moll emailed if we knew of any funding which could be used for repair work to the Church parapet. Pat/Louisa will liaise with Nicola.

· Iain mentioned the idea of doing a Face book site for CC to expand our reach to residents and he is happy to take this on board

· Anne Paterson asked for dates of future CC meetings and Pat to bring a list for reference

· AGM should have been held at tonight’s meeting but will now be carried forward to June.

12.  Date of Next Meeting: 16/06/2010
Minutes of 17h February 2010 CC meeting


