
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 18th AUGUST 2010
Present
Louisa Jeffrey, Pat Carr, Eddie Mulligan, Iain Donaldson, Stella McPherson, Anne Stevenson, Jimmy Anderson
Guests: PC Neil Doig, Alan (Barber Shop at Stenhouse Cross), Nancy Cruickshank, Paul Saunders (Community Safety Team, City of Edinburgh Council)
1. Apologies
Apologies Submitted: Jean Brownlee, Anne Paterson
Not Present: Cllr Nick Elliott-Cannon, Robert Wickstead, Cllr. Donald Wilson, Marlene Galashan,  Nicola Moll
2. Pat welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  Amendment No 1 = [section 3: Matters Arising no. 1], - Remove, Amendment No 2 Matters arising no 2 – amend pensioners to people and remove ‘and paying full rent’, Amendment no 3 Matters Arising no. 5 - Remove
Proposed by Eddie Mulligan, Seconded by Stella McPherson.
3.  Matters Arising
1. ONGOING ISSUE: Stella’s housing query about single/multiple occupancy, particularly under-occupied premises, within our area and the Rent payment query for the Orlit/Blackburn properties in S. Mains will again be carried forward to next meeting. Cllr Elliott-Cannon had confirmed that a paper was due out in next couple of months regarding downsizing property of those individuals living in family-sized properties.  Action: Cllr Elliott-Cannon to advise when it actually becomes available.  Evening News article about £1,000 being offered to encourage residents to relocate.  Relocation proposal is being taken to full Council – we require confirmation of this. Pat has also already passed on the relevant information relating to the Orlit and Blackburn properties to Cllr. Nick Elliott-Cannon. 
2. ONGOING ISSUE: Footpath in Stenhouse Drive – Ownership of this path is still causing confusion. Action: Neil did Whitson walkabout with Tam Philips who photographed the pathway and will try and determine ownership. 
3. Whitson grove (at around no 11) reports of high hedge and tip located at rear of property.

Will be picked up on next Whitson walkabout with Gordon Dickson

4. ONGOING ISSUE: ATC building: Any news from the ATC building re whether it is open to other groups etc.  Action: Louisa to contact and invite to future meeting.
4.   Police Report
PC Doig gave update on drug raids and confirmed they continued throughout the summer but emphasised that the public’s help is still necessary.
Saughton House: about 400 additional staff now working there and still with inadequate car parking facility so cars are being parked outside on main road.  PC Doig has received 2 letters of complaint so far from residents in Saughton Mains, he contacted the car owners and also spoke with the Head of Facilities at Saughton House about the problems and was advised that the staff would be emailed and asked to take more care when parking. Neil has also contacted Roads Dept and double yellow lines will be painted at all the corners and junctions where the problems have arisen. This would help alleviate some of the car parking problems. 
PC Doig made members aware there’s an online survey about Police effectiveness available and asked for their participation and input.
Confirmed 21st September date for new Community Service Team in South West area.  Advised there will be reduced police numbers due to budget restraint.  Prevention will probably now be the main target.
“The Big Project” held a concert at the Queen’s Hall last week which proved very successful.
300 tickets sold, this project is funded by the Scottish Arts council.
Monday Night Football will hopefully start again soon.  Action: PC Doig to provide Louisa with relevant information for inclusion in newsletter and website.

Saughton Skate park – it is intended that next year the Rose Garden Cafe will be franchised.  Action: PC Doig to contact John Travers for more details. Pat told the committee that it had already gone out to tender, and can provide some further information from the Skate park minutes when received. 
Problem hedges and those who don’t maintain them.  Action: PC Doig to contact Gordon Drysdale to further discuss.
Bins are being left on the pavement at Stenhouse Cross, beside the chip shop.  Action: PC Doig to check into this.
Paul Saunders advised that June saw the lowest amount of calls to the Police, and that there have been minimal issues at Saughton Skate Park. He confirmed the information given by Neil, and said our area has just now mostly general neighbour nuisance complaints.
PC Doig mentioned that during the Whitson walkabout the main problems instances of dog fouling and certain areas with road defects.
Stella mentioned that the Calder Road underpass rarely gets cleaned, is constantly full of rubbish and is being used as a toilet by the youths. The walls are once again covered with graffiti. Paul to pass on to relevant dept.
5.  Planning
The following was noted:-

· attic conversion at 14 Stenhouse Street West

· main name sign for Saughton Skate park (at land adjacent to 80 Stevenson Drive)

Very pleased to confirm that disabled parking at Whinpark has been granted.

http://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_searchform.aspx
(then in the “Community Council” field, state ‘Stenhouse’) for full information.

6. Treasurer’s Report
Not available for this meeting.
7.  Neighbourhood Partnership and Area Board
Louisa – advised of Public Meeting on 6th September (Theme: Parks and Greenspaces), and of recent Funding Panel meeting.
Area Board: 

Whitson Grove fencing project.  Action: Pat said that due to funding left over from other projects one of the Whitson projects will now go ahead this financial year. Pat to advise at next meeting.
8. Saughton Park

Pat read out an email regarding play park refurbishment proposals.
At last skate park meeting it was noted that extra litter bins are required, more seating also needed. The CCTV camera still not in use although the temporary CCTV cameras are still in place. Paul advised that the Community Wardens maintain regular visits.

Action: ONGOING: It was noted that the whole surrounding area of Saughton Park requires tidying up / cutting back hedges etc that are now substantially covering the surrounding pavement area.  Louisa to see about including this as a project for the Community Service Team, alternatively to contact CEC Parks dept.
Stella asked if there were any First Aiders in attendance at the skate park, Pat will ask at the next skate park meeting in September. 
9. Website / Newsletter
Louisa advised updated website will be viewable before next meeting.  
10. Correspondence
Please see attached excel spreadsheet.  Also:-

· NHS Health Link newspaper
· List of Community Council office bearers

11.  AOB
· ONGOING: New Letterhead paper to be designed showing our full name and a new logo.  Nancy Cruickshank brought along further drawings and after much discussion, it was agreed to have the hands cupped with our logo in the middle. Nancy to ask her grandson to do a further drawing.

· ONGOING: Funding to be applied for re Notice board at Whitson

· Iain Donaldson advised of timetable for Saughton Mains residents of fire-affected properties.

Scaffolding up: end of August 2010

Roof completed: December 2010

All work completed, flats in move-in condition: July 2011

July date is highly dependent on the drying out period which is difficult to accurately predict.

· Face book – Iain advised that we now have a page and asked members to join.  Action: Louisa to send Iain information given by Queensferry and District Community Council.

· Nancy Cruickshank confirmed that the Baptist Church members had recently discussed a proposal to redevelop the land where the Baptist Church is located.  The main proposal was to have a mini-mall –or two shops – with the Church being located above them.  Action: CC to write to the developers and the Baptist Church to request that the Community Council is kept updated as to such proposals in future.
· Email from Kevin Cook regards lighting at Calder Road lane – Pat responded saying that Section 1 and 2 of proposals were most suitable. This would cover the lane from Calder Road slip road to Saughton Mains Avenue. 
· Saughton Skate park Meetings – Jimmy had attended the last meeting along with Pat and it was decided that Stella would attend the next one on provisional date of 14th Sept. Pat had not received the minutes from the meeting held in July yet but would try and get hold of them before our next CC meeting.
Apologies for September CC meeting received from Anne Stevenson and Louisa Jeffrey.
Date of Next Meeting: 15th September 2010
Minutes of 18th August CC meeting


