
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 17th MARCH 2010
Present
Louisa Jeffrey, Eddie Mulligan, Jimmy Anderson, Pat Carr, Anne Paterson, PC Neil Doig, Nancy Cruickshank, Jean Brownlee
Guest: Sarah Boyack MSP
1. Apologies
Apologies Submitted: Anne Stevenson, Cllr Nick Elliott-Cannon, Iain Donaldson
Not Present & No Apologies Submitted: Betty Dryden, Stella McPherson, Robert Wickstead, Cllr. Donald Wilson. Marlene Galashan, Nicola Moll
2. Pat welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  Amendments No 1 = [section: Matters Arising no. 2, 3 & 5] - agreed by Cllr Elliott-Cannon.  No 2 = [section: Matters Arising no. 1] – replace ‘Eng’ with ‘End’.  No 3 = [section: Police Report] – regards car parking at Whinpark Medical Centre, should read ‘...stretch of road at Saughton Mains Drive’.  
Proposed by Anne Paterson, Seconded by Jimmy Anderson.
3.  Matters Arising
1. ONGOING ÍSSUE: Pedestrian crossing at Stenhouse Cross: to discuss proposals for improving the traffic situation there – Pat will contact Gordon Drysdale to ask if current signage can be removed and End on parking signage installed instead as per residents preference. Action: Pat to again contact Gordon Drysdale to request that the ‘No End On’ signs are removed.
2. ONGOING ISSUE: Stella’s housing query about single/multiple occupancy, particularly under-occupied premises, within our area and the Council Tax payment rates query will again be carried forward to next meeting. Cllr Elliott-Cannon confirmed that a paper is due out in next couple of months regarding downsizing property of those individuals living in family-sized properties.  Action: Cllr Elliott-Cannon to advise when it actually becomes available.
3. ONGOING ISSUE: Stella’s query was specifically to know how many pensioners live in homes of two bedrooms or more.  Is rent being charged based on number of rooms? Stella spoke with Cllr Elliott-Cannon about it – to further progress.    Action: Cllr Elliott-Cannon to contact the Housing Dept for this information.
4. ONGOING ISSUE: Footpath in Stenhouse Drive – Ownership of this path leading to the play park area needs to be identified as to what the neighbouring owners at Nos 50 – 56 Stenhouse Drive are responsible for. Tommy Walker will check with House Sales and see what the owners missives state etc. No information has yet been fed back to Pat but she will contact Tommy again prior to next CC meeting. Action: Pat to contact Tommy Walker to progress, once he returns from holiday.
5. Council tax in Saughton Mains: does CEC expect its tenants to pay the standard rent rate despite such properties being structurally unsound.  Action: Pat to forward relevant information to Cllr Elliott-Cannon.
6. Stenhouse Walkabout: Pat confirmed receipt of printout of Walkabout information provided by Gordon Dickson, to be discussed at Correspondence section of the meeting.  PC Doig provided an update: vehicle on Stenhouse Avenue is owned by an individual.  PC Doig asked the owner to move the vehicle a little further back so as not to cause a disruption to the safety and flow of traffic.  Action: PC Doig to approach the owner again as the vehicle has still not been moved.  Vehicle on Stenhouse Place West was locked.  Action: PC Doig to make further enquiries. 
7. Whitson Grove (at around No. 11): members reported high hedge and tip located at rear of property.  Action: Pat to again speak with Gordon Dickson about this issue.
8. ATC building: perhaps get them round for a meeting to discuss what’s happening there.  Pat and PC Doig have now provided Louisa with some contact details and Stella provided Louisa with the contact details for the local ATC group.  Action: Louisa to send contact information to PC Doig.
9. Social Works Team that runs the Community Centre café advised that the café will close down from end of January 2009.  Pat confirmed Centre is to stay open until 26th February.  Action: Pat and Louisa to draft a letter of support.  No longer required – Sarah Boyack MSP to further explain later on in the meeting.
4.   Police Report
PC Doig advised that additional money for updating the playpark will be sought once skatepark development is complete.

Toilet facilities at Saughton Park: one proposed idea is coin-operated toilets.  PC Bert Wilson is leading on this issue.

Noted new shop opening soon on Balgreen Road which will sell skateboards.

Members raised issue of needles and methadone bottles being discarded in people’s gardens.  Action: Rapid Response Team must have removed the needles around the Stenhouse Cross area.  Chemist at Stenhouse Cross has asked PC Doig to pop in every now and again to reassure their customers that discarded needles are being removed.  Nancy Cruickshank noted that drugs / alcohol are being left in the Church grounds.
Public question raised at last CC meeting regarding drain problem in Saughton Mains flats area:  PC Doig confirmed problem now resolved.
PC Doig reported on drug use in stairwells (Stenhouse and Saughton Mains areas).  PC Doig to keep appraised of this issue.

PC Doig reported that the problem family in Saughton Mains have now been evicted, and the property will be regularly checked upon by the Police.

It was noted there are some litter issues within the grounds of Stenhouse Children’s Centre.
PC Doig noted that the Safer Neighbourhood Teams (SNTs) are now in operation, and will be implemented in our area from October 2010. 
Whitson Walkabout: No significant issues / concerns.

PC Doig advised that Midnight Football League has an excellent participation turnout of youths.

“Lay Visitors”: volunteers are required to carry out spot checks of Police Stations’ holding cells to ensure its acceptability.
It was confirmed that Sighthill Community Centre and Sighthill Library are to be relocated to Westburn School premises.

Bike-mounting equipment (two types) are now available.  Action: Louisa to ask PC Doig for further information.

New dance classes (Zumba) are being held at St David’s Church.  Contact Broomhouse Centre for further information.

PC Doig advised that there is currently a proposal to have pupil attendance, between St Joseph’s School and Broomhouse School, switched round.  This is due to St Joseph’s attendance number being much higher than what the school premises can accommodate, and Broomhouse attendance being sufficient for the size of St Joseph’s school premises.  A decision is expected to be made on 18th March.
PC Doig attends the Youth Providers Forum and gave update.  Action: Louisa to request further information from PC Doig about prospect of including this on our website, and perhaps in next newsletter.
Pat raised concern about car parking at Whinpark Medical Centre.  PC Doig advised he will put notices up in certain highlighted areas to discourage such car parking.  Action: PC Doig to check car parking issue on the stretch of road at Saughton Mains Place.

PC Doig gave brief details about the Waiting and Loading Times information relating to outside Stenhouse Primary School, as per Jimmy’s query.

Update provided by Sarah Boyack

Sarah handed out copies of her newsletter.  Action: Pat to forward the e-newsletter to members.
Update given regarding stag / hen parties being held in private properties which have been rented out.  Hope to have further to report by end of March.  
Sarah advised that the City of Edinburgh Council have decided to abandon the consultation into support issues that affect those with learning difficulties, and / or mental health issues, and / or physical difficulties – however the consultation document was not deemed good enough as it didn’t take into account significantly disadvantaged people.
Also noted the change in carer payments – the consultation has now stopped.
Boiler Replacement Scheme – it’s at the initial stage.  If over 80 years old then you qualify for new replacement boiler (if the current one fails).
“Apprenticeships in Training”: some information was provided on this.
Businesses are not getting loans from banks as it’s much more difficult as banks are more stringent.  Same for mortgage applications.

Carrickvale Community Centre Cafe – gave update and advised it’s now under new ownership and that it is opening longer hours.  Good news and members noted there seems to be sufficient demand from those attending in the evening, for such a facility.

Stenhouse Primary School won a Fairtrade Award.  Action: Louisa to find out more and include in our website and newsletter.
Hutchie Vale Anniversary was held recently.  Looking to get some land for them as access to the currently used ground is proving difficult.  Action: Sarah to advise of progress.
5.  Planning
No significant planning issues affecting our area.  However, noted there’s a planning application for an extension has been submitted for 143 Whitson Road.  For information: Greggs are applying to open up a shop at The Gyle Shopping Centre.
Please visit 

http://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_searchform.aspx
(then in the “Community Council” field, state ‘Stenhouse’) for full information.

6. Treasurer’s Report
Anne confirmed we now have a final set of accounts for 2008/2009, signed off by the accountant. (Opening Balance £1,832.70, Interest Received £0.13, Closing Balance £1,832.83).  January 2010 Opening Balance £1,832.83, Interest Received £0.12, Closing Balance £1,832.95.  Action: Anne to circulate a financial summary at next meeting – where we can also see at what stage we’re at regards the Mosaic funding. 

7.  Neighbourhood Partnership and Area Board
Louisa – nothing to report.

Open Space Audit Questionnaire and consultation details were noted.  Action: Pat and Louisa to discuss this at the next consultation, when known.

Action: Louisa to ask Richard Koch (Criminal Service Team, South West office) to our next meeting to give us overview of his department and how we can work together.  Action: ONGOING. Louisa to check Walkabout info Eddie brought along (re. his query to Andrew Wallace, CEC) to chase up.  This is now being dealt with under ‘Matters Arising’ above.
Area Board: 

Pat brought list of projects and discussed the new fencing being erected at Whitson Grove / Road / Stevenson Drive.  Funds for this is from grant in financial year 2009/10.
Whitson - area where a footpath cuts through a grassy section at end of flats   Action: Pat to speak with Tommy Walker about why this project wasn’t chosen.

Action: ONGOING: Can any of our members become a Deputy Representative to attend the Area Board if Pat is unable to. 
8. Saughton Park

Advised that John Travers at CEC has provided a link and update on the skatepark development. Louisa advised that updated pictures are available to view at our website.
Action: ONGOING: Nominate a member to be our rep on the forthcoming Skatepark Management Committee. (This is still at very early stages with the Council) 
Action: ONGOING: It was noted that the whole surrounding area of Saughton Park requires tidying up / cutting back hedges etc that are now substantially covering the surrounding pavement area.  Louisa to see about including this as a project for the Community Service Team, alternatively to contact CEC Parks dept.

9. Website / Newsletter
Louisa asked members for any contributions to the website and newsletter.  Action: Louisa to bring a draft newsletter to next meeting.  Action: Louisa to speak with Anne Stevenson for information about the removal of items from “chute rooms”.
10. Correspondence
Please see attached excel spreadsheet.  Also:-

· Correspondence received by letter from a resident in Stenhouse regarding cleansing.
· Tenants Voice March newsletter

· Scottish Health Council 2008-2009 Annual Report

· Edinburgh Community Representatives Network: notification of event

· Spokes: Cycle Action Plan – notification of event

· Planning Aid for Scotland – Training event for Community Councils

· Sarah Boyack’s February newsletter

· Gorgie War Memorial Hall Community Centre – Petition against proposed closure plans
11.  AOB
· ONGOING: New Letterhead paper to be designed showing our full name.

· ONGOING: Funding to be applied for re Noticeboard at Whitson

· ONGOING: Noticeboard at Stenhouse Cross needing repaired. Obtain quotes.

Date of Next Meeting: 21st April 2010
Minutes of 17h March 2010 CC meeting


