
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 17th FEBRUARY 2010
Present
Louisa Jeffrey, Eddie Mulligan, Stella McPherson, Jimmy Anderson, Pat Carr, Iain Donaldson, Anne Paterson, Anne Stevenson, PC Neil Doig, Nancy Cruickshank 
Guests - Karen Mason (S. Mains resident affected by the recent fire at Saughton Mains Park), Cathy McFarlane, John Lawrie (arrived at 8.10pm)
1. Apologies
Apologies Submitted: Nicola Moll, Robert Wickstead, Cllr Nick Elliott-Cannon, Sarah Boyack MSP, Jean Brownlee
Not Present & No Apologies Submitted: Betty Dryden, Cllr. Donald Wilson. 
2. Pat welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  Amendments [section: Matters Arising no. 2, 3 & 5].  It was agreed that as these fall within one main Issue that Cllr Elliott-Cannon would be asked to investigate on our behalf.
Proposed by Eddie Mulligan, Seconded by Iain Donaldson.

3.  Matters Arising
1. ONGOING ÍSSUE: Pedestrian crossing at Stenhouse Cross: to discuss proposals for improving the traffic situation there – Pat contacted Gordon Drysdale and read out his response.  Traffic Orders involve a legal process and will therefore take some time to achieve.  General discussion took place and PC Doig gave the view that, even if a Traffic Order is achieved, enforcement will probably be an issue. Action: Pat to contact Gordon Drysdale to request that the ‘No Eng On’ signs are removed.
2. ONGOING ISSUE: Stella’s housing query about single/multiple occupancy, particularly under-occupied premises, within our area and the Council Tax payment rates query will be carried forward to next meeting. Action: Louisa to send Licensing Dept, CEC, an email (and send PC Doig and Cllr Elliott-Cannon a copy).  PC Doig confirmed he spoke with Tommy Banner, Housing Dept, CEC, regarding multiple occupancy issues.  Action: Cllr Elliott-Cannon to further progress.
3. ONGOING ISSUE: Stella’s query was specifically to know how many pensioners live in homes of two bedrooms or more.  Is rent being charged based on number of rooms? Stella spoke with Cllr Elliott-Cannon about it – to further progress.    Action: Cllr Elliott-Cannon to contact the Housing Dept for this information.
4. ONGOING ISSUE: Footpath in Stenhouse Drive – Ownership of this path leading to the play park area needs to be identified as to what the neighbouring owners at Nos 50 – 56 Stenhouse Drive are responsible for. Tommy Walker will check with House Sales and see what the owners missives state etc. No information has yet been fed back to Pat but she will contact Tommy again prior to next CC meeting. Action: Pat to contact Tommy Walker to progress.
5. Council tax in Saughton Mains: does CEC expect its tenants to pay the standard rent rate despite such properties being structurally unsound.  Action: Cllr Elliott-Cannon to progress.
6. Stenhouse Walkabout: Pat confirmed receipt of printout of Walkabout information provided by Gordon Dickson, to be discussed at Correspondence section of the meeting.  PC Doig provided an update: vehicle on Stenhouse Avenue is owned by an individual.  Action: PC Doig will ask if it could be moved a little further back so as not to cause a disruption to the safety and flow of traffic.  Vehicle on Stenhouse Place West was locked.  Action: PC Doig to make further enquiries. 
7. Whitson Grove (at around No. 11): members reported high hedge and tip located at rear of property.  Action: Pat to speak with Gordon Dickson again about this issue.
8. ATC building: perhaps get them round for a meeting to discuss what’s happening there.  Pat and PC Doig have now provided Louisa with some contact details and Stella provided Louisa with the contact details for the local ATC group.  Action: Louisa to obtain further information about them and the Centre.

9. Nomination forms: Pat confirmed that Mrs Galashan (Headmistress) is now the nominated representative for Stenhouse Primary School.  Action: Louisa to contact to provide them with relevant information (agenda, minutes) for next CC meeting.

10. Social Works Team that runs the Community Centre café advised that the café will close down from end of January 2009.  Pat confirmed Centre is to stay open until 26th February.  Action: Pat and Louisa to draft a letter of support.

4.   Police Report
PC Doig gave overview of events regarding the fire at Saughton Mains Park.  Confirmed there’s a meeting for the residents to attend on 18th February at The Risk Factory, and that residents have been notified in writing.  Pat read out email from Valerie McCann, Estates & Property Management, South West Office.  Val’s has mostly been co-ordinating issues to deal with the tenants.  Email gave overview of events and advised of above meeting.  

Pat also read out email from Sarah Boyack MSP in which she confirmed she’d twice visited Carrickvale Community Centre to offer support and to talk with the staff that helped get families emergency help.  

Sarah Boyack’s email also confirmed that she, along with Community Centre Management, have been able to persuade the Council to keep the Community Centre Café open for an extended period of time (until 26th February).  She also confirmed that Councillors Eric Milligan and Donald Wilson are very supportive of efforts to support the continuation of the café.  Over 400 people have signed a petition to keep the café open.  She’s sent a follow up letter to Edinburgh Council asking for an appropriate representative to meet the Community Centre Management committee to discuss options to keep the café open.

It was recognised that the building affected by the fire, was built in 1960s, and may not have proper measures in lace to stop spread of fire ie. roof / attic blocks.  Concern expressed that perhaps not much can be done retrospectively with regards to any other similarly constructed buildings.

PC Doig provided update as to when new Safer Neighbourhood Teams (SNTs) will replace the existing Community Beat Officer structure, which – for our area – is from October 2010.  It is intended that the new SNT structure will provide more comprehensive cover – see Correspondence section for related document.

The Senior Network Engineer at Scottish Water is carrying out an investigation why it took 30 minutes to allow access to water which was to be used to help distinguish the fire.

PC Doig provided most recent printout of crime statistics (April 2009 to January 2010) for the Wester Hailes / Sighthill / Gorgie area.  Summary is that Saughton Mains area is relatively quiet, Whitson area is quiet, and some parts of Stenhouse area currently has youths going into stairwells to smoke who also disable the smoke alarms.  Also, some cars had been partially spray painted in yellow.  PC Doig gave Lothian and Borders Police website details for obtaining crime statistics concerning our area http://www.lbp.police.uk/freedom-of-information/pl_performance.asp (page 21)

It was noted that a traffic bollard situated at the junction of Saughton Mains Street and Stenhouse Street West was missing as were the give way marking lines in Stenhouse Gardens at its junction with Stenhouse Street West. Both have been reported to the City Council by means of Traffic Intelligence Reports.

PC Doig handed out a Community Consultation sheet for everyone to complete if they wish.  Consultation question: What are your three main Policing Priorities for this area?  Action: PC Doig to provide feedback at next Community Council meeting.

PC Doig handed out document called ‘Cannabis cultivations: Weed them out…’.  

The merits of The Youth Tracking System that has been operating in the South West area of the city is currently being evaluated and if deemed a success may be rolled out city wide.

PC Doig advised that Midnight Football League has an excellent participation turnout of youths.

It was noted that there will be increased police activity in our area on 25th February – particularly targeting those who use a mobile phone whilst driving, and those not using a seat belt.

PC Doig asked everyone to read the Herald & Post’s article to be released later this week, regarding the new Community Beat Officers structure.

There was a private complaint received by PC Doig about cars parking at Stenhouse Grove  pavement and took the opportunity to confirm that sometimes it’s necessary to partly park on the pavements to allow emergency vehicles access.  PC Doig will continue to check this area for any potential issues.

Pat raised concern about car parking at Whinpark Medical Centre.  PC Doig advised he will put notices up in certain highlighted areas to discourage such car parking.  Action: PC Doig to check car parking issue on the stretch of road at Saughton Mains Place.

Members raised issue of needles and methadone bottles being discarded in people’s gardens.  Action: PC Doig to further investigate.

5.  Planning
No significant planning issues affecting our area. Please visit 

http://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_searchform.aspx
(then in the “Community Council” field, state ‘Stenhouse’) for full information.
6. Treasurer’s Report
Anne confirmed we now have a final set of accounts as they’ve now been signed off by the accountant (Opening Balance £1,832.70, Interest Received £0.13, Closing Balance £1,832.83).  January 2010 Opening Balance £1,832.83, Interest Received £0.12, Closing Balance £1,832.95.  Action: Anne to circulate a financial summary at next meeting – where we can also see at what stage we’re at regards the Mosaic funding. 

7.  Neighbourhood Partnership and Area Board
Louisa – nothing to report.

Open Space Audit Questionnaire and consultation details were noted.  Amended Action: Pat and Louisa to discuss this at the next consultation, when known.

Action: Louisa to ask Richard Koch (Criminal Service Team, South West office) to our next meeting to give us overview of his department and how we can work together.
Action: ONGOING. Louisa to check Walkabout info Eddie brought along (re. his query to Andrew Wallace, CEC) to chase up.  This is now being dealt with under ‘Matters Arising’ above.
Area Board: 

Pat – nothing to report.

Action: ONGOING: Can any of our members become a Deputy Representative to attend the Area Board if Pat is unable to. 
8. Saughton Park

Nothing to report.
Action: ONGOING: Nominate a member to be our rep on the forthcoming Skatepark Management Committee. (This is still at very early stages with the Council) 
Action: ONGOING: It was noted that the whole surrounding area of Saughton Park requires tidying up / cutting back hedges etc that are now substantially covering the surrounding pavement area.  Louisa to see about including this as a project for the Community Service Team, alternatively to contact CEC Parks dept.
9. Website / Newsletter
Website updated and now includes new ‘Youth Involvement’ section.  Louisa asked members for any contributions to the website and newsletter.  Action: Louisa to bring a draft newsletter to next meeting.  Action: Louisa to speak with Anne Stevenson for information about the removal of items from “chute rooms”.
10. Correspondence
Please see attached excel spreadsheet.  Also:-

· Louisa advised members that further information about any communication that the CC receives can be obtained by contacting her.

· CEC Website – focus group consultation

· Alf from TIE Ltd sent update on Trams works

· Central Libraries Dept – for Stenhouse Community Council’s contact details to be included on new database.  Louisa completed and sent the form.

· Safer Edinburgh newsletter, Issue 3 (produced by the Edinburgh Community Safety Partnership.  Named 6 key priorities for 2010/2011: Drugs, Serious and Organised Crime, Terrorism, Public Protection, Antisocial Behaviour, Violence.
· Cannabis Cultivations: Weed Them Out… document provided by PC Doig – Members were asked to be extra vigilant about any possible drug dealers, in particular those who might be involved in cannabis cultivation.

· Safer Neighbourhood Teams – document provided by PC Doig advising of change to structure of community policing.

11.  AOB
· ONGOING: New Letterhead paper to be designed showing our full name.

· ONGOING: Funding to be applied for re Noticeboard at Whitson

· ONGOING: Noticeboard at Stenhouse Cross needing repaired. Obtain quotes.

· Public question: It was reported that beside an individual’s property in Saughton Mains, there’s a hole next to a drain that is causing water and pressure to build up and it’s now caused damage to the property; confirmed that there’s a temporary measure in place (plastic covering).  Action: PC Doig to check if the drains were fitted when the new pavements were laid.
· Jimmy asked about the Waiting and Loading Times information relating to outside Stenhouse Primary School.  Action: PC Doig to check and advise.

· Jimmy confirmed that Pansy Walk is to be sold as it’s not required for the Trams development.

· The question was raised about the status of ‘matched’ funding for the development of the playpark at Saughton Park.  Action: PC Doig to check and advise.

· PC Doig advised of a Question and Answer session being held on the 9th March and attended by the Police Inspector.  Action: PC Doig to provide further information.

Date of Next Meeting: 17th March 2010
Minutes of 17h February 2010 CC meeting


