
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 16th MARCH 2011
DRAFT
Present
Pat Carr, Jimmy Anderson, Eddie Mulligan, Iain Donaldson, Anne Stevenson, Louisa Jeffrey, Jean Brownlee, Anne Paterson, Stella McPherson
Guests: Nancy Cruickshank, Martha Mackintosh (Saughton Mains Resident), John Laurie
1. Apologies
Apologies Submitted: Nicola Moll, Nick Elliott-Cannon 

Apologies not received: Marlene Galashan
2. Pat welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  
Minutes of meeting in February (after minor amendments were agreed): Proposed by Anne Stevenson, Seconded by Iain Donaldson
3.  Matters Arising
1. Stella’s housing query about single/multiple occupancy, particularly under-occupied premises.  Action: To further investigate.
2. Footpath in Stenhouse Drive – Action: PC Cooper to chase PC Finch up for an answer.
3. Whitson grove (at around no 11) high hedge and tip located at rear of property.

Action: PC to chase Gordon Dickson to see if he has visited.

4. ATC building: Action: Louisa to contact and invite to future meeting.
5. Stenhouse Cross: EM noted that one of the bollard lights on the roundabout is damaged.  Action: LJ to report to the Council.

6. Noted that pedestrian crossings are still causing a problem.  Action: LJ to find out if the box on the lamp on Stenhouse Cross, just up from the Cross, was to monitor traffic.

7. John Laurie raised issue of lampposts on either end of the pathway blinking on and off.  Pat – I don’t know the exact location of where John was talking about.  Action: John to email the lamppost numbers to Pat.
8. John Laurie raised concern about the road markings on Stenhouse Drive not being clear.  No road lines implemented after the bus lane was implemented (Saughton to Carrick Knowe Bridge).  Action: LJ to take this issue to the SW Transport and Environment sub-group.
9. Car parking by Saughton House staff – noted concern that cars are being parked further out (from Broomhouse end to Saughton Mains).  Can Saughton House reduce their green space / grounds area to accommodate more car parking spaces?  Action: LJ to contact Broomhouse Residents Association / CC to gauge their views on this.

4.   Police Report
Not available.
5.  Planning
LJ provided information resulting from the Planning and Building Standards Survey 2010.  Includes information on who is responsible for which areas of planning in the Council, and detailed information on how to use the Planning Portal.  LJ and EM have copies of this document.
http://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_searchform.aspx
(then in the “Community Council” field, state ‘Stenhouse’) for full information.

6. Treasurer’s Report
Current balance £1863.05, closing balance £1851.30.
7.  Neighbourhood Partnership and Area Board
South West Neighbourhood Partnership Community Conference, Tynecastle School on 26th March.  LJ stressed importance for all CC members to try to attend.  The Conference is the first step in determining a new Local Community Plan which outlines the priority listing of local services for our area.  Current LCP can be viewed at http://www.edinburghnp.org.uk/neighbourhood-partnerships/south-west/about/local-community-plan
Stella raised point about grass verges being adversely affected by vehicles parking on it, along Stevenson Drive.  LJ advised members of discussion with Gordon Drysdale – that an appeal would be made to residents not to park on the grass verges and will do so in our next newsletter.
Stella noted that dogs foul in the grassed off areas in Whitson Grove despite signs saying ‘no dog fouling’ – what’s the position of the Council on this?  Should the signs be removed or the gates permanently locked so only Council staff can enter (to cut grass etc)?

Whitson Grove – proposed one-way system raised by another Community Council at the SW Transport and Environment sub-group was discussed by members.  It was felt that we should include information in our newsletter and make it clear that residents can note any objections / comments to the Council.  Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) are due to be put up around the area to advise residents of who to contact.  Action: LJ to obtain more information about the TRO timescale, where the TRO posters will be placed, and the Council’s mechanism for determining whether or not it is successful.  Ie. What’s the ratio of yes and no that determines whether or not a TRO goes ahead?
Funding Sub-Group

LJ advised that the budget for 2010/11 has now been fully spent.  About £50K will be available 
Community Safety Sub-Group

Previous meeting notes were discussed and the following issues were raised.  Pat and Louisa to attend next meeting.
· Stenhouse Cross – bins being left out permanently and takes up large part of pavement.  Disruptive to pedestrians.  (primarly at chip shop section, and hairdressers section)
· Dog fouling issues – swingpark at Stenhouse Place East, Whitson Grove (grassed off areas), Stenhouse Street East, and other pavements / areas

· Underpass at Saughton Mains: unhygienic state – drains being cleaned but are extremely smelly afterwards.  There’s lots of litter lying around and as a result residents have asked for it to be cleaned on a regular basis.
· Street lighting very poor at Saughton Mains area (from underpass to where Pat lives).

· Staff at Saughton House – car parking issue

· What stage is the lighting at back lanes of Saughton Mains Drive?

· As per Proposed Priorities document

· “Derelict premises at Saughton Mains Gardens”: members confirmed that it has now started to be vandalised and the runes have started to be pulled down. Potential safety hazard.

· “Bins being raked in Stevenson Drive and Whitson”: needs further explanation.
Area Board: 

Next meeting takes place 12th April 2011.
Action: Pat to request funds for a Noticeboard for the Whitson area.  

8. Saughton Park

Members were disappointed that the recycling bins have been removed due to vandalism (mainly being burnt out).  Members suggested the use of longer bins like the type used for communal areas.  Action: LJ to find out if possible.  
Food van located beside skatepark – any litter as a result of purchases from this van and if so, could the owner of the food van contribute financially to the collection of litter?  Action: PC to ask the Skatepark Management Committee.

Action: ONGOING: It was noted that the whole surrounding area of Saughton Park requires tidying up / cutting back hedges etc that are now substantially covering the surrounding pavement area.  Louisa to see about including this as a project for the Community Service Team, alternatively to contact CEC Parks dept.
Community Fair day : 30th July 2011, 12-4pm

Thoughts / actions already:-

· Risk Insurances require completion

· Red Nose Funding form requires completion

· Army – inflatable assault course

· Skateboard Scotland – see what they can offer

· Fire Brigade

· Hutchie Vale Football Club – representation

· Treasure Hunt

· Alba Wings Motorcycle group

· St Andrews Ambulance – not yet responded

· Ice Cream van

· Parkour to be invited too?

· Portaloos required?

· Skateboard Shop – see what they can offer

· “Boot Camp” – AS to find out more once we obtain more information from Edinburgh Leisure

· Mobile disco – Pat has further info

· Explore Learning – local one is based in Sainsbury’s supermarket

· Tombola’s

· First Aid marquee

· Marquee for stalls just in case of bad weather – Louisa to provide cost

· ATC at Stevenson Drive – see what they can offer

9. Website / Newsletter
Website updated.  Louisa provided newsletter draft, members discussed, and some ideas put forward.  In the interim, some members had provided information / images for use in the newsletter.  Action: LJ to circulate next draft.
10. Correspondence
Please see attached excel spreadsheet.  Also, Pat gave information about Saughton Prison and mobiles / drugs being thrown into prison.  Pat to provide Louisa with a copy of the email.
11.  AOB
· LJ to try and get more information about the SGN works due to be carried out in the Saughton Mains area.

· John Laurie – something about a gate?

· Stenhouse Drive where new bus stop has been installed.  Something about a high level of noise every time a vehicle travels over it.

· JA asked if anyone in our area has been fined for dog fouling? From previous meeting.
Date of Next Meeting: 20th April 2011
Minutes of 16th March CC meeting


