
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 16th June 2010
Present
Pat Carr, Anne Paterson, Jimmy Anderson, PC Neil Doig, Nancy Cruickshank, Stella McPherson, Anne Stevenson, Marlene Galashan, Eddie Mulligan, Jean Brownlee 
1. Apologies
Apologies Submitted:  Louisa Jeffrey, Iain Donaldson, Raymond Rickis, Paul Saunders, Eric Milligan.
Not Present: Robert Wickstead, Nicola Moll, Cllr Nick Elliott-Cannon, Cllr Donald Wilson, Cllr Joanna Coleman 
2. Pat welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  Re AGM at previous meeting on 19th May, there were no objections to the current office bearers continuing in their present positions until the next cc elections. Minutes approved and no amendments. Proposed by Anne Paterson. Seconded by Eddie Mulligan
3.  Matters Arising
1. ONGOING ÍSSUE: Pedestrian crossing at Stenhouse Cross: There has been no further feedback received and also no apparent problems with the change to the parking. Situation will be monitored by Gordon Drysdale and Neil Doig.
2. ONGOING ISSUE: Stella’s housing query relates to how many pensioners are living in houses of two bedrooms and more and paying full rent? Action: Cllr Elliott-Cannon to advise when he has relevant information. This will need to be carried forward again.
3. ONGOING ISSUE: Footpath in Stenhouse Drive – Neil will contact Tommy Walker and find out if any further forward. Item to be carried forward again.
4. ONGOING ISSUE: Rent in Saughton Mains: does CEC expect its tenants to pay the standard rent rate despite such properties being structurally unsound.  Action: Pat has already forwarded relevant Orlit/Blackburn information to Cllr Elliott-Cannon. Still awaiting reply. 
5. ONGOING ISSUE: Parked vehicles which had been posing a potential danger to road users in Stenhouse Avenue and Stenhouse Place West, the situation has improved and Neil Doig will continue to monitor.  
6. Whitson Grove (at around No. 11): members reported high hedge and tip located at rear of property.  Action: Gordon Dickson has said this will be picked up again on next walkabout.
4.   Police Report
PC Doig advised overall the area has been fairly quiet of late. With the exception obviously of the murder incident which had unfortunately escalated from an argument between neighbours over parking and dog fouling. Someone has been arrested and charged.
There was also a hit and run in the same street but this had no relation to the murder.

Government buildings at Saughton Mains – There has been a visible increase in car parking which has caused some problems, Neil has received one complaint from a resident in S. Mains so far. Pat read out an email from Iain Donaldson who lives opposite the Government buildings. It was pointed out again that cars are parking on both sides of Saughton Road reducing the traffic lanes considerably but whilst this is not illegal Neil will be monitoring the situation. 

Skate park – There has been some issues re youths staying late at night and also some damage and graffiti has been done but the graffiti artists have been kept on retainer so they will try and incorporate any graffiti done into their designs. Additional discussion re Skate Park under AOB.
Whitson Walkabout – Neil was on the walkabout and there were no major issues.  Some complaints regarding multiple occupancy and if anyone has concerns over any property being used in this way then please let Neil know.

New Community Safer Neighbourhood Team will now start in our area on 20th September 2010. They are still currently looking for a place to house the teams. Everyone in the unit will have their photograph displayed locally in public places for general public information.
A local resident has again raised the issue of racism in the Stenhouse area & Neil has investigated with no evidence being found. Neil intends to speak to the local schoolchildren but if anyone has any information relating to matters of this nature then please let him know.

Primary School Forums have started with Stenhouse Primary school attending. Marlene Galashan said it had been very informative and the forum had received a very positive response.

Houses in the area were searched after information given relating to Drug dealing and this will continue to be an ongoing operation.

Neil has emailed us information relating to Crime Prevention and Home Security. Also he will try and arrange a bike marking session for Saughton Park.
Hutchison Vale have arranged a Memorial match again this year in remembrance of Craig Gowans and this will be held in Saughton enclosure on Sunday 8th August. 

Throughout the summer holidays there will be a project called the “Big Project” which is run at Broomhouse but which is for any local children who wish to attend. Marlene asked how many kids from Saughton Mains and Stenhouse attended the Big Project events, Neil said there had been some from S. Mains.

Monday night football has stopped for now with the World Cup taking place but this will resume when the schools go back after the holidays

Dog fouling still tends to be a problem in certain areas and the Environmental wardens are continuing to deal with this.  

5.  Planning
The south east area of Saughton Road i.e. the land to the side of Whinpark Medical Centre, our project application for disabled parking bays has now passed from the area board to the planning dept
http://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_searchform.aspx
(Then in the “Community Council” field, state ‘Stenhouse’) for full information.

6. Treasurer’s Report
Anne passed round copies of the report and read out the information. 

7.  Neighbourhood Partnership and Area Board
No Area Board update. 
No update from Neighbourhood Partnership.
8.  Website / Newsletter
In Louisa’s absence Pat mentioned that we had received information from Hutchie Vale and the Community centre but were still waiting to hear back from Stenhouse Primary school. We are still hoping to produce our next newsletter over the summer holidays. Neil will again email the Safer Neighbourhood Unit information for inclusion and Pat will check with Louisa as to whether she has received the photos from David Wardrop re the skate park opening event. Iain has now begun to set up a Face book site for us and Anne Stevenson has offered to help with the admin side of maintaining this.  
9. Correspondence
Pat read out the correspondence. 

Gorgie War Memorial Update – Sarah Boyack sends her thanks in supporting the campaign to keep this open. Appar over 3000 signatures were received.
ETF Social Evening  
ETF newsletter

Bike Breakfast club which will be held in the City Chambers on Wed 23rd June and will run from 8am until10am.

Edinburgh in Bloom – Applications to be received by  18th June (Anne Paterson suggested we put this in the newsletter)
Community Safety Sub group – SW neighbourhood area and arranged by Cllr Joanna Coleman, meeting will be held quarterly. Pat could not attend this first meeting but will try in future. Has asked for the minutes and will circulate these on receipt. 
Edenburgh recycling posters for Saughton Park.

Step by Step guide to common repairs. (Again it was suggested this information was included in the newsletter) 

Pat handed out copies of the S. Mains walkabout held on 26th May and read through some of the points raised.

10. AOB
· New Letterhead Logo - Nancy brought some sample designs that her grandson Michael had done. We discussed this fully and then gave Nancy our preferred choices to take back for Michael to continue working on.

· Notice board at Stenhouse Cross has now been repaired, Iain had arranged for a joiner friend to have a look and the repair has now been completed at a cost of £50.00. Pat asked the committee who the notice board actually belonged to as she had been under the impression it was the CC’s but there was some doubt. Apparently Horsburgh the chemist had donated it to the community. It was agreed that in future if any repairs need doing then we shall ask Horsburgh if they would contribute. 
· Iain asked if there was any further update re the block of flats affected by the fire at Saughton Mains Park but nothing as yet. Stella commented that the asbestos in the building had apparently now been removed.
· Pat mentioned that during the last walkabout for S. Mains she had asked if it was possible to have a handrail installed at the steps leading away from the shops in S. Mains Gdns to assist the pensioners especially in the winter time.
· Jimmy mentioned that a minibus was being driven over the pavement and grass at an address in Stenhouse Place east. Neil to monitor.
· Smra is folding and is in the process of winding down. There will therefore be no fayre day this year but Pat asked if the CC would be willing to take on the responsibility of putting on a fayre day and this was agreed. Pat has arranged a meeting with Craig Dunlop from Parks and Recreation to discuss using Saughton Park in future and holding the fayre every 2 years rather than annually. The proposed date would be sometime in July.

· Pat handed out copies of the Minutes from the 1st Skate Park Management Comm meeting and discussed them with the committee. There had been another meeting on 8th June but no minutes had been circulated as yet. Some of the points discussed were – 
Car parking – a suggestion to mark off bays had been discussed but discounted as it was not deemed feasible.

Proposed use of the car park area further into the park (Fords Road end) and this is being considered

CCTV cameras are still not working although the temp one is still in use

As mentioned there has been some graffiti but this would be covered hopefully by the graffiti artists own designs

An application for exclusive use by Tynecastle School on a particular day/days but this after discussion had been rejected as it was felt a precedent would be set

John Travers had received an email from Radworks who had asked if they could setup skateboarding lessons for the young and inexperienced skateboarders. They were looking at beginning coaching lessons at the start of the summer holidays if agreement was given. This has been recommended on a trial basis initially.

Stella suggested contacting the Red Cross to see if someone would be interested in attending at the weekends to run a first aid area. Pat will bring this point up at the next skate park meeting. 
Craig Dunlop has now put out to tender the offer to lease the café area in the Winter Gardens and although this would not begin until 2011 it was well received. The tenants would also be responsible for keeping open and maintaining the toilet area.

More seating is required and has been ordered as well as more litter bins. We have offered to help with funding if required.

Due to the amount of interest shown by our committee in the skate park it has been agreed that we shall continue to send 2 reps to the skate park meetings, one will be Pat as the main rep with another committee member accompanying her to each meeting. This will be done on a rota system for all who have expressed an interest. Jimmy will attend the next meeting with Pat.

Pat thanked everyone for coming along tonight.

11.  Date of Next Meeting: 18/08/2010
