
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 16th FEBRUARY 2010
DRAFT
Present
Jimmy Anderson, Eddie Mulligan, Iain Donaldson, Anne Stevenson, Louisa Jeffrey, Jean Brownlee, Nicola Moll
Guests: Nancy Cruickshank, Martha McIntosh (Saughton Mains Resident)
1. Apologies
Apologies Submitted: Pat Carr, Anne Paterson
2. Anne welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  
Minutes of meeting in January (after minor amendments were agreed): Proposed by Eddie Mulligan, Seconded by Jean Brownlee
3.  Matters Arising
1. Stella’s housing query about single/multiple occupancy, particularly under-occupied premises.  Nick Elliot-Cannon is maybe still off sick, haven’t heard.  To be carried forward.  Action: JA to attend meeting soon and will see if Nick is still of sick.
2. Footpath in Stenhouse Drive – Action: PC Cooper to chase PC Finch up for an answer.
3. Whitson grove (at around no 11) high hedge and tip located at rear of property.

Action: PC to chase Gordon Dickson to see if he has visited.

4. ATC building: Action: Louisa to contact and invite to future meeting.
4.   Police Report
Not available.
5.  Planning
· Single storey extension to rear of property at 76 Whitson Road.
· Erect garden shed at 29 Whitson Walk
http://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_searchform.aspx
(then in the “Community Council” field, state ‘Stenhouse’) for full information.

Representations at Planning Committee Meetings: proposed changes

Louisa read out an email from Portobello Community Council – and gave further information about the issue.  Main points of the proposed Council changes to the Planning Committee meetings are:-
· Time limit of only 3 minutes to speak for ward councillors.

· Groups or other “representators” would only be allowed 3 minutes each, maximum of 3 “representators”, whereas developers would be allowed 10 minutes.

· Site visits: that ward members can no longer take part, other than as an observer and no mention at all of the role of community councils.
Action: Louisa to make our concerns officially known to the Council.
6. Treasurer’s Report
Information to follow.
7.  Neighbourhood Partnership and Area Board
Neighbourhood Partnership: Business Meeting held on 1st February
· Fairer Scotland Fund – with the removal of this funding stream, the three main Council Departments have been working closely together to try and ensure that relevant and important projects are not adversely affected.  We’ve asked to see what ‘framework’ was used to determine which projects should continue to be funded.

· 10th Feb – Full Council will make decision on proposals from current Children & Families consultation document.  Looking at perhaps having to find a 22% savings on budget.

· Parents and Carers services have specific allocation of budget already set aside and should continue to be one of the priority areas.

· Family of Ewan Williamson have agreed on a plaque at the Balmoral pub – planning application has been made, awaiting confirmation.

· Community Local Plan needs revising – aim is to run focus groups to look at ways to fully engage with the community.  Need to advise what groups / organisations exist within our area so we can build a contacts list.  Community Engagement Toolkit (particularly for young people).  Community Conference – to be held possibly in March.  Encourage ALL CC members to attend.  Looking to have it perhaps at Tollcross School, Saturday afternoon, and to include a social element too – to help encourage the public to attend by making it interesting!

· £21K left in Funding Panel pot which needs to be spent reasonably soon.

· Older Peoples consultation starts now – Christine to send out information.  Let Christine know if we are aware of any groups in our area that work with older people.

· Funders Event on 28th April (and Fundfinder database)
Transport and Environment Sub-Group

· Agreed to start official consultation regarding making Whitson Grove a one-way system

· Saughton area this year to undergo SGN gas works.  Works Duty Commissioner is Ewan Kennedy, CEC.

· Any issues about road works being left unattended for significant periods of time, please let Gordon Drysdale know.  Sub-Group feels issue of ‘road rental’ should be reconsidered to stop road works being in place and no work being carried out on them.  We’ve asked a letter be sent to the Transport Minister.

· Ground Maintenance Report – a review of standards is currently underway which will shortly lead to a set of Landscape Quality Standards.  A map of all GM plots in SW area will be available at the next Sub-Group meeting.

· Cut grass is not always collected as the Council doesn’t have sufficient equipment.

· Internet Forum Pilot – looking to develop a means for members and interested parties to discuss issues as we feel we’ll get a lot more dealt with.  Need another CC member – Iain?

· Bus Tracker systems – CEC person to report at next Sub-Group meeting, of who decides where bus trackers are placed along bus routes.  Noted screens not always easy to read, can something be done?

· Bus Stop access –Lack of wheelchair accessible bus stops.  General audit of bus stops currently being carried out by the Council and Lothian Buses.

· Severe Weather Report – see attachment.  LJ asked members for their input to help assist Council in future service provision.
· Calder Road Underpass – for new security system.  However, at a cost of £21K for the feasibility study alone, we decided to regrettably put this ‘on hold’ due to cost issue.

· Lights along Canal Path – apparently there are solar powered lights, flush to the ground, from city centre to Wester Hailes.  CEC to provide more details.

· Trams – arbitration due to take place in 2nd week of March, then it goes to Council for consideration.  We have been assured that amalgamation of TIE and Lothian Buses will NOT go ahead.

· Parked cars on grass areas – apparently it’s not illegal being parked on a grass area, but it’s illegal to drive onto a grass area.  Stevenson Road noted as experiencing this problem.  Louisa to include something in newsletter to address this.

Area Board: 

Due to short notification of meeting, Pat was unable to attend.  However, Pat will attend the next meeting as date has already been set.
Action: Pat to request funds for a Noticeboard for the Whitson area.  

Date of next meeting is 12th April 2011.

8. Saughton Park

Action: ONGOING: It was noted that the whole surrounding area of Saughton Park requires tidying up / cutting back hedges etc that are now substantially covering the surrounding pavement area.  Louisa to see about including this as a project for the Community Service Team, alternatively to contact CEC Parks dept.
The Community Council intends to hold a Community Fair on 30th July 2011, 12-4pm.

9. Website / Newsletter
Website updated.  Louisa provided newsletter draft, members discussed, and some ideas put forward.  Action: LJ to circulate next draft.
10. Correspondence
Please see attached excel spreadsheet.
11.  AOB
· No Walkabout dates were available.
· JA asked if anyone in our area has been fined for dog fouling?

· Stenhouse Cross: EM noted that one of the bollard lights on the roundabout is damaged.  Action: LJ to report to the Council.
· Noted that pedestrian crossings are still causing a problem.  Action: LJ to find out if the box on the lamp on Stenhouse Cross, just up from the Cross, was to monitor traffic.
Date of Next Meeting: 16th March 2011
Minutes of 16th February CC meeting


