
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 17th NOVEMBER 2010
DRAFT
Present
Pat Carr, Jimmy Anderson, Eddie Mulligan, Anne Paterson, Jean Brownlee, Nicola Moll

Guests: PC Rob Finch, Nancy Cruickshank, Martha McIntosh (Saughton Mains Resident)
1. Apologies
Apologies Submitted: Louisa Jeffrey, Iain Donaldson, Anne Stevenson
2. Pat welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  
Minutes of meeting in October: Proposed by Eddie Mulligan, Seconded by Jimmy Anderson.
3.  Matters Arising
1. ONGOING ISSUE: Stella’s housing query about single/multiple occupancy, particularly under-occupied premises, within our area and the Rent payment query for the Orlit/Blackburn properties in S. Mains will again need to be carried forward until we hear back from Nick Elliott-Cannon. We are unsure as to whether he is still off work ill but Jimmy will try and find out when he meets up with councillors in the near future. Cllr Elliott-Cannon had confirmed that a paper was due out in next couple of months regarding downsizing property of those individuals living in family-sized properties.  Action: Cllr Elliott-Cannon to advise when it actually becomes available.  Pat has also already passed on the relevant information relating to the Orlit and Blackburn properties to Cllr. Nick Elliott-Cannon.  JA to chase up.
2. ONGOING ISSUE: Footpath in Stenhouse Drive – No further info to hand as yet re ownership of this path.  Further Action: PC Finch to progress.
3. Whitson grove (at around no 11) reports of high hedge and tip located at rear of property.

PC to chase Gordon Dickson to ascertain whether he has now been down to visit this property.

4. ONGOING ISSUE: ATC building: No news as yet from the ATC building re whether it is open to other groups. Appar they are recruiting at present. Action: Louisa to contact and invite to future meeting.
4.   Police Report
PC Robert Finch introduced himself and provided some of his work background.  Confirmed changes to police structure and the Community Safety Team and hoped this would increase police visibility on the streets.  Four PCs assigned to the same area PC Doig previously had responsibility for.  Wish for closer involvement with community organisations like the Community Council.
Welcomes all levels of issues.  Not sure how the shift patterns will pan out but hopes that more than one, out of the four, PCs will be able to attend so that we can get to know more of the team than just one representative.
Police Newsletters: future newsletters will be more generic than previous ones.  It is currently being redesigned so limited information available to us at present.
Generic youth-related calls in our area eg. Fire-raising in residents’ gardens.
PC Finch strongly emphasised that they must receive several phone calls, etc from residents outlining their concerns before action will be taken.
Hopes that Monday night football event or something similar will continue.
Reported of a couple of house-breakings within our area: Stenhouse and Saughton Mains.  No further information available at this time.
Free ‘Crime Prevention Surveys’ are available and PC Finch handed them out to everyone present and encouraged the survey’s completion.  PC Finch gave details of www.immobilise.com which allows you to create a free private and secure portfolio of all your personal property.  If the police recover a stolen item with a serial number in it, then they can confirm who it belongs to.  “Immobilise” is endorsed by Lothian and Borders Police.  Otherwise items may be returned to the person who currently has it as ownership can’t be determined.  On rare occasions, under special circumstances, the items will be officially destroyed.
Those present discussed bogus callers and those companies which aggressively contact residents.
“Test purchasing” will be carried out as young residents in our area have been found drinking and causing problems, and are obviously getting access to alcohol. Various shops have been identified as selling drink to underage persons.
PC Finch advised that youth offending at the Skatepark area seems to have calmed down.
Jimmy gave out a form relating to Pentlands Safety Committee.  Cllr Joanna Coleman is chair of the SWNP Community Safety sub-group which will be working on determining the top three community safety issues for the South West area of Edinburgh of which our CC is part.

5.  Planning
Nothing to report in our area.
Very pleased to confirm that disabled parking at Whinpark has been granted.

http://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_searchform.aspx
(then in the “Community Council” field, state ‘Stenhouse’) for full information.

6. Treasurer’s Report
Balance as at 17th November is £2,036.77.  Petty Cash balance is £24.44.
7.  Neighbourhood Partnership and Area Board
See my email to Pat.
Area Board: 

Environmental plan is in place for top end of Saughton Mains and takes into account pavements, lighting etc.  This plan is an ongoing plan so any funding available at Area Board level can be allocated to specific projects.

Action: Members to give suggestions for putting something similar in place for Stenhouse and Whitson.  

Next meeting of Area board is scheduled for 7th December 2010.
8. Saughton Park

Cafe gone out to franchise but no final decision will be made until 2011.  This tendering will include toilet facilities.  Playpark will be constructed in 2011.  Further details to be provided once they are made available.

PC Finch said he would be happy to take part and offer ideas for the Community Fair Day scheduled to take place on Saturday 30th July 2011 at Saughton Park.
Action: ONGOING: It was noted that the whole surrounding area of Saughton Park requires tidying up / cutting back hedges etc that are now substantially covering the surrounding pavement area.  Louisa to see about including this as a project for the Community Service Team, alternatively to contact CEC Parks dept.
9. Website / Newsletter
No updates.
10. Correspondence
Please see attached excel spreadsheet.
And, letter inviting us to nominate someone for the Edinburgh Award.  Members agreed to nominate Neil Doig. PC to send in nomination form.
11.  AOB
· Pat advised of Walkabout dates.  It was noted that Stenhouse Walkabout took place yesterday and members were not notified.
· Anne Stevenson will work on trying to expand the recycling facilities at Saughton Mains Park, situated in the middle of the flats area at Saughton Mains and has set up a meeting with the relevant council rep for next week.
· Tommy Walker retired and Andy Wallace has taken over his job in the council.
· Donation to be made to Care Home at Fords Road, and Forever Young group.  £50 each.
· Donation to be made to the Dance Group. £50.
· Pat advised of Neil Doig’s leaving do at The Broomhouse Centre on 23rd November.

· Nicola gave out forms for forthcoming event for inclusion in noticeboards.

· ONGOING: Funding to be applied for re Notice board at Whitson

Date of Next Meeting: 17th January 2011
Minutes of 17th November CC meeting


