
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 15th SEPTEMBER 2010
Present
Pat Carr, Eddie Mulligan, Stella McPherson, Anne Paterson, Jimmy Anderson, Robert Wickstead, Nicola Moll, Marlene Galashan, Jean Brownlee
Guests: PC Neil Doig, Nancy Cruickshank, 
1. Apologies
Apologies Submitted: Anne Stevenson, Louisa Jeffrey, Iain Donaldson, Paul Saunders
2. Pat welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  Explained Anne Stevenson and Louisa Jeffrey were on holiday and Iain Donaldson was attending another meeting on CC behalf tonight.

Minutes from 18th August were Proposed by Eddie Mulligan, Seconded by Jimmy Anderson.
3.  Matters Arising
1. ONGOING ISSUE: Stella’s housing query about single/multiple occupancy, particularly under-occupied premises, within our area and the Rent payment query for the Orlit/Blackburn properties in S. Mains will again be carried forward to next meeting as  Cllr Elliott-Cannon had been ill. He had previously confirmed that a paper was due out in next couple of months regarding downsizing property of those individuals living in family-sized properties.  Action: Cllr Elliott-Cannon to advise when it actually becomes available.  Evening News article about £1,000 being offered to encourage residents to relocate.  Relocation proposal is being taken to full Council – we require confirmation of this. Robert mentioned that apparently £2000 had initially been offered. Pat has also already passed on the relevant information relating to the Orlit and Blackburn properties to Cllr. Nick Elliott-Cannon. PC to try and chase up any feedback. 
2. ONGOING ISSUE: Footpath in Stenhouse Drive – No further information to hand as yet regarding ownership of this path if any repairs etc were needing done. Action: Neil did an earlier Stenhouse walkabout with Tam Philips who photographed the pathway and he will try and determine ownership. Awaiting reply.
3. Whitson Grove (at around no 11) reports of high hedge and tip located at rear of property. Gordon Dickson had previously advised that this would be picked up on next Whitson walkabout but no mention in Whitson report. PC to mention again to GD.
4. ONGOING ISSUE: ATC building: No news as yet from the ATC building re whether it is open to other groups etc.  Action: Louisa to contact and invite to future meeting.
4.   Police Report
PC Doig gave his update on problems throughout our area. 
Saughton House – Still issues with parking around here. PC Doig has spoken with the Manager at Saughton house who has since sent an email round the staff asking them to be more considerate when parking in the surrounding areas. Council Roads dept are also looking into putting double yellow lines on certain corners to try and alleviate some of the parking issues.

Busy Bee pub in Saughton Mains Gardens has closed. No news yet as to what is happening with the building. The lease is still current. Shopkeepers in S. Mains Gardens have reported it is relatively quiet at moment.

Letters have been circulated round the Saughton Mains area by persons unknown regarding a 
newcomer to the area. Police are aware of these rumours and will be giving this matter their full attention.

General Public have been coming forward with information regarding drug dealing in the area. and Neil stressed that if anyone has such Information then it needs to continue to be passed on. Either contact Neil, the Community Safety unit or phone Crimestoppers.

Problems with fires in Stenhouse Ave – Buckets, fences and hedges in back gardens are all being set on fire. These fires are taking place between 4 – 6am. Again if anyone has any information then please contact the Police.

Robert asked Neil if there was still problems with sexual assaults taking place in the underpasses. Neil explained it was more robbery assaults that had been taking place. Proposals to install surface pedestrian crossings are under discussion. 1 at BP garage at Sighthill has been given the go ahead and this is hoped it will help when the new college opens January 2011. Another at the shops at Parkhead has been rejected for the present. Other options being considered are to install CCTV cameras and mirrors in the underpasses.
Skatepark - Neil advised us that the ambient lighting at ground level in the skatepark was still not working properly. Toilet facilities were again mentioned and Neil confirmed that when the café is put out to franchise, the provision of toilets there will be part of the agreement.

Permanent CCTV’s still not working but the temporary one will remain there until they are.

One of the shopkeepers at Stenhouse cross mentioned that FOSP had said there had been problems at the skatepark but nothing had been brought to Neil’s attention or the CC’s at this time. 
There have been some problems in the area with 2 local shops selling alcohol to underage youths and test purchasing will now be done in the area.

 New Community Service Team in South West area has been operational now since 21/09/2010. This unit consists of 2 Sergeants and 20 Police Officers and is based at the Council offices at Westside Plaza and can be contacted on 0131 527 3800. Email address to follow. Posters giving photographs and contact details regarding the members of the unit will be displayed in Public buildings ie Community centres, Llibraries and local noticeboards.
Problem hedges – Neil spoke with Gordon Dickson who has asked for address details of any known problems. 
Bins are being left on the pavement at Stenhouse Cross, beside the chip shop. Neil spoke with the residents involved but the problem still exists. Neil to speak with them again.
Paul Saunders had sent an update. Pat read this out to the committee

I have checked the last four weeks for youth issues in Saughton, Stenhouse & Whitson. There are no specific hotspots currently in the area. The Skate Park continues to be monitored and whilst there has been the odd incident reported (there was a large group of older youths fighting at Balgreen Road), there are no names of any youths causing ASB at this time. Youth calls to the police currently remain significantly below the 3 year average and that of the same time last year. 
 

There has been a recent complaint made by a tenant that has said that there are unknown males turning up in the stair (alleged drugs) at 11 Saughton Mains Street. PC Doig has been made aware of this and has spoken to the community centre to watch for anything and the complainer has been spoken to and advice given. 
 

As always, if there is anything that comes from the meeting, I'd be happy to pass it on to the appropriate officer or assist, if I can. 
 

Neil advised that various road would be closed for the Papal visit on 16th Sept. Balgreen Road in particular would be closed. At this point Neil left the meeting.
5.  Planning
The following was noted:-

· 14 Stenhouse St. West – Conversation re Attic - Granted
http://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_searchform.aspx
(then in the “Community Council” field, state ‘Stenhouse’) for full information.

6. Treasurer’s Report
From 31st July 2010  Opening balance            £1529.55
                                  Council Grant recd             657.74        
                                  Net Interest                            0.14
                                  Closing balance              £2187.43
7.  Neighbourhood Partnership and Area Board
NP Meeting was held on 6th September (Theme: Parks and Greenspaces), and Louisa, Pat and Anne Paterson attended.  Details were announced re the playpark in Saughton Park and that the money had been allocated for this to go ahead now. Same plans as Pat had passed round the CC last year. Pat will bring these plans along to the next CC meeting.
Area Board: 

There had not been any meetings since our last update. Re the Whitson Grove fencing project.   Pat said that due to funding left over from other projects one of the Whitson projects will now go ahead this financial year and apologised for omitting to bring the paperwork to tonights meeting.  Pat to advise at next meeting.
8.  Website / Newsletter
The website has been updated but not completely finished. Louisa will complete on her return from holiday. Our newsletter will also be completed in the very near future.  
9.  Correspondence
Pat read out various items of news including
· ETF will be holding their 20th Anniversary celebration on Sat 02/10/2010
· ETF holding a Back to the Future Project throughout Oct/Nov.
· ETF will also be holding a Shindig on Sat 30/10/2010 as part of their anniversary celebrations

· Letter of introduction from our new Member of Parliament for Edin West, Mike Crockart. He enclosed a booklet called No Cold Calling Zone. Copies are available online. 
· Sarah Boyack invites us to a Funding Surgery on 24th September in St. Georges West church, Shandwick place. This surgery will run at 3 -5pm and again at 6-8pm. Anyone interested please advise Pat.
· ETF Federation Newsletter – copies available.

· Give Blood – Opportunity to give blood at Carrickvale Comm centre. Date and times provided. 

· Open Night on 23rd Sept between 7 – 9pm and held at the Baptist Church. 

11.  AOB
· Letterhead paper logo – Michael has updated logo following our last discussion. Now to agree the final draft once the thumbs are lengthened a little. Gratuity of £25 agreed to be given to Michael for all his hard work. Cheque given to Nancy Cruickshank.
· Skatepark – Minutes from last meeting were distributed. Next meeting on 21/9 to be attended by Pat and Stella.

· Whitson Walkabout reports handed out. Pat had asked for Stenhouse and S.Mains also but was still waiting on them.
· Iain Donaldson has advised the scaffolding up and work taking place daily on the fire affected block at S. Mains Park. He has also made our Facebook page public so anyone can now access it. Has added some news from our website and mentioned our committee meeting tonight. 
· New ATC hut in Stevenson Drive. Sign opposite still points to it as the Community Centre. Pat will mention to GD.

· Community Safety Event held in Aug. No Minutes available as yet but a draft report to be sent us once report has been approved. 

· Bridge at Carricknowe/Stenhouse Drive. No lighting at present along the temporary pathway in front of the allotments. Pat to contact TIE and CEC.

· Nicola Moll has offered St. Salvadores Church for any community use. Also interested in setting up a local museum inside the church. Asked if anyone has any historical knowledge that would help in setting this up. Eddie knows of someone as does Pat. Both to contact to ask if interested in helping.

· Marlene Galashan asked if CC would be interested in taking part in a Consultation being done by Stenhouse St. Aidens Church. They are trying to find out what part the church could play in solving any problems we have in the area. Invitation to be sent to Keith Graham to attend a CC meeting.
Pat thanked everyone for attending and called the meeting to a close for guests with the Committee remaining to discuss a private matter. 
Date of Next Meeting: 20th October 2010
Minutes of 15th September CC meeting


