
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 24th JUNE 2009
Present
Pat Carr, Louisa Jeffrey, Anne Paterson, Jean Brownlee, Stella McPherson, Jimmy Anderson, Nancy Cruickshank, Willie  Biggins, Alf Oriell, Elaine Legget. 
Apologies
1. Apologies were received from the following: David Pratt, Neil Doig, Robert Wickstead, Cllr. Nick Elliott-Cannon, Cllr. Joanna Coleman, Brenda Myles, and Walter Spence.
 Minutes of the meeting of 20th May. 2009

 2. Pat welcomed everyone to the Meeting. Re AGM - It was agreed to continue with existing Office Bearers until election is held in October. Brenda has offered to step down from Committee as she realises she is not attending regularly but after discussion it was agreed to let things run until elections in October and see if she can attend more frequently by then.  
Matters Arising
3. 1. Playpark – nothing apparently repaired as yet. Neil Doig to check.
    2. Pedestrian crossing at Stenhouse Cross - Neil Doig to look into Traffic

        Management survey being done again.
    3. Edinburgh Allotments Society happy with fencing at present. It was reported that land at  

        former ATC site is to be sold off by the Council for additional allotments 

       (Evening News article from previous week) Pansy Walk now being sold off for 
       development Action – Louisa to seek clarification from CEC  
    4. Jean has emailed/handed out Community Council information re elections and 

        Neil Doig has agreed to be our Returning Officer. 

    5. Action - Louisa to check funding application form re Baptist Church – is it the CC
        that applies on their behalf
    6. Louisa advised that she is awaiting a reply from Ann Davies re Stella’s housing 

        query about single/multiple occupancy. Action: Louisa to chase up

    7. Pat read out David Pratt’s email in his absence – 

        The CC area is fairly quiet, and only have a small number of cases in your area and none 

        of which are major. With regards to matters arising, I have not received any information 

        from anyone to follow up and do not have any outstanding issues regarding yourself.

        Please inform the committee if there is any area that requires my attention to pass on my

        Details and I will deal with them as soon as I can.
Presentation by TIE LTD
Gave overview of works schedule for area at Carrickknowe Bridge, both Northside and Southside, for the period July – September 2009.  All “physical” works will be carried out during the day.  Work on the “Fastlink” to be started at end of July.  In mid-July, ‘small’ works will be carried out (fencing, trees to be removed).  Tie Ltd advised that for every tree that is removed, they are planting six (just not necessarily in the same place).

Query was raised about bus stop at Stenhouse Drive and Tie Ltd advised that they intend this work to be completed within 2-3 weeks.  It was confirmed that TIE have contacted Lothian Buses to advise that they can now use the new bus stop.  Discussion took place about which bus stops to use / keep in service – the CC requested that the bus stop at junction Saughton Road and Stenhouse Drive be considered for removal.  Action: Willie to speak with Lothian Buses and will advise.
Elaine asked about flooding area and Tie Ltd confirmed the incident was an accident and that the site is safe.
Brenda noted concern about where cars will park.  At the previous CC meeting, Cllr Elliot-Canon confirmed that the land opposite the Government buildings had been sold for housing development.  Action: Louisa to bring confirmation to next CC meeting.
Jimmy asked about the tram system’s overhead design and some members expressed concern about the height and width of the overhead design.  It was agreed that Tie Ltd will come to our next CC meeting to confirm the plans.

Jimmy asked what level the new bridge at Baird Drive will be and Tie Ltd advised it will be same level as railway line.  Tie Ltd confirmed they met with residents of Baird Drive and confirmed they were generally happy with the plans, and that they will meet with them again soon to provide an update.

Tie Ltd confirmed the project end date as end of 2012 but hope to complete it sooner.  The issue of the distance between bus stops (eg. Balgreen to Stenhouse) was raised and Tie Ltd confirmed it was determined primarily by ‘appropriate location’.  CC members noted that the big distance between tram stops is likely to result in a lot of our residents continuing to use buses.  Tie Ltd advised that further tram stops could be added (noted Manchester and Dublin are expanding their tram systems), but obviously it would be dependent upon several factors including cost and appropriate location.

Tie Ltd confirmed the environmental / sustainability of trams including that they re-use the electricity they use.  They advised of their Helpline 0131 623 8600/ info@edinburghtrams.com  Action: Pat to provide Tie Ltd with our next meeting date so they can attend.

Police Report
Pat noted PC Neil Doig’s apologies and read out his report. 
The review of Community Policing is ongoing and a series of meetings will be held with officers and others over the summer period to gauge opinion and look ahead to the future. I’m aware that the Community Council has expressed an interest in voicing their perspective and will pass on contact details to officers involved in the review process.
The main problem affecting the area is the continuing anti-social behaviour of some. Particular problems have been highlighted in several local streets. I’m in regular contact with various council officials and others to keep them advised of these issues and work jointly to resolve them. Unfortunately, some take time to get sorted out. Despite frustrations it’s important that everybody keeps reporting problems so that they can be properly addressed. The problems experienced are similar / the same as other communities also endure.
The summer holiday period is fast approaching and many will be vacating their homes whilst enjoying well deserved breaks. Community officers will be visiting local supermarkets over the next couple of weekends to distribute appropriate crime prevention literature etc.

Several local organisations are putting on summer activities for young people and families.         Advertising will be displayed at various local centres etc. Activities include sports, fitness, dance,       archery, karting and trips away.
Concerns have recently been raised locally with regard to abuse / violence being directed at members of minority communities. It has also been reported that some members of these communities feel unwelcome and are not reporting incidents. Anybody with any relevant information should contact the police. Enquiries /efforts are ongoing to alleviate these difficulties.
 Action: Pat to forward hard copy of Police leaflets to Brenda. 
Planning
Eddie read out items of planning interest.
Treasurer’s Report
An update was given on our current balance and monies spent.
Neighbourhood Partnership
Open Space Audit Questionnaire and consultation details were noted.  Action: Pat and Louisa to discuss a CC entry for Questionnaire.  

Local Community Plan: it was agreed to send Christine Docherty, Partnership and Information Manager, CC agreement to the Plan.  Action: Louisa to send Jimmy hard copy of the Plan.

Number 20 bus: Confirmed that Edinburgh Council have agreed to re-instate this bus service and a decision will be made on the Route, at their meeting on 28th July.

It was agreed that Stenhouse CC will work together with SBPCC (Sighthill, Broomhouse and Parkhead CC), and Longstone CC to put forward a deputation at the Edinburgh Council meeting in support of a particular Route.  (Route to be agreed)

Website / Newsletter
Louisa confirmed that the website will be updated shortly and a notification will be sent out to those we’ve included within our site.

Louisa confirmed newsletter will be sent out shortly.  Action: Pat to contact John Travers to get project update and, if relevant, to advise Louisa.

Correspondence
· Jackie McIntosh’s email re. Ali’s Takeaway and their application to extend their licence.  It was noted that Ali’s must place a notice in their window advising of their application.

· Action Earth 2009 campaign

· Carrickvale Coach Trips

· Greenspace information

· John Swinney, MSP, letter

· Enquire (additional support for learning)

· Scottish Community Empowerment Action Plan
AOB
Jimmy advised that the play park at Stenhouse is desperately requiring gardening / tidy up.  Action: Pat to raise this issue with Edinburgh Council via Walkabout.

Issue of ownership of the path was raised (from direction of Stenhouse Cross to Stenhouse Place East).  Action: Pat to contact Edinburgh Council to establish ownership.

 Jimmy noted his friend raised £250 for Cancer Research at the Moonwalk event.  
Walkabout dates, all starting 10.30am:

Stenhouse: 18th August - Saughton Mains: 25th August - Whitson: 1st September

Date of Next Meeting: 19th August
.

.

