
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 21st OCTOBER 2009
Present
Louisa Jeffrey, Eddie Mulligan, Stella McPherson, Jimmy Anderson, Brenda Myles, Pat Carr, Robert Wicksted, Betty Dryden, Anne Stevenson, Iain Donaldson, Mary Murray, PC Neil Doig and Nicola Moll.
1. Apologies/Welcome
Apologies were received from the following: Jean Brownlee, Anne Paterson and Cllr. Donald Wilson. Pat welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the new members.
2. The existing Office bearers stood down and Pat handed over the meeting to Neil Doig for chairing and the election process of the new office bearers. Chair – Pat Carr, Vice chair – Anne Stevenson, Secretary – Louisa Jeffrey and Treasurer – Anne Paterson.
3.  Pat continued with the meeting. Minutes of previous meeting were proposed by Eddie Mulligan and seconded by Robert Wicksted.

4.  Matters Arising
1. Pedestrian crossing at Stenhouse Cross – Pat and Eddie met with Neil and Gordon Drysdale from City Development to discuss proposals for improving the traffic situation at Stenhouse Cross. Discussed changing the parking from side to side to nose in. Eddie asked all shopkeepers and they preferred nose in.  Re the crossings – Neil to arrange a presence to advise, inform and if necessary catch drivers not taking the necessary care when approaching the crossings. Proposal for signage on the standards at the crossing to let drivers be aware of their approach to a Pedestrian crossing and Eddie suggested flashing signs showing a Slow Down – Approaching Crossing wording. 
2. Louisa confirmed that land at former ATC site is to be sold off by the Council for additional allotments and Pansy Walk is being considered for sale for development.
3. Allotment Society’s concern about the proposed re-development of allotment land.  Louisa will send CC members information about this.
4. Louisa confirmed Edinburgh Council’s procedural guidance which stipulates that it is not mandatory for a CC to complete a funding application form but that they can at their discretion assist.
5. Stella’s housing query about single/multiple occupancy, particularly under-occupied premises, within our area and the Council Tax payment rates query will be carried forward to next meeting.
6. Play Park in Stenhouse Place East – Pat has contacted Gordon Dickson who has passed this request for maintenance on to Task Force.
7. Footpath in Stenhouse Place East – Ownership of this path leading to the play park area needs to be identified as to who the owners are. Tommy Walker will investigate and get back to Pat. I.e. if the boundary falls within the play park then it would belong to the Parks Dept, if it falls between the neighbouring gardens and the play park then the owners/Council and the Parks dept would both be responsible.
5.   Police Report
Neil explained to newcomers how his beat worked and the area it covered. Advised everyone there will be changes in the near future to allow every ward to have a team of officers responsible for covering their area rather than 1 solitary beat officer. as in Neil’s case. No date as yet for this starting in our area. The bollards in both Saughton Mains Street and Stenhouse St. West have now been repaired. Problems have arisen in the Stenhouse Gardens development, beside the Community centre, with youths congregating at the seating area.  A crime prevention survey was done which recommended removing the seating but due to a lack of response from the residents who were consulted the decision has been made to leave the seating as is. Reports of some garden huts being broken into so Neil has distributed some literature on garden security. New Police Inspector for our area is Inspector Ralston. New opening hours for Wester Hailes Police station are as follows – 7.00am until 11.00pm 7 days a week. Saughton Park – Neil will speak with the Crime Prevention Officer to identify any additional security measures which could be put in place prior to the work commencing on the new play park.
Temporary CCTV cameras are available and these can be allocated if Neil is notified of any trouble hotspots. Security marking is available at Wester Hailes for cycles - more information will follow. Personal Alarms are available again for anyone interested, again £3.00 each. Neil has decided to continue in his role as our Beat Officer and is just awaiting confirmation from LBP.

Neil left the meeting at this point along with Mary Murray and Louisa Jeffrey.  
6.  Planning
Nothing of interest.
7. Treasurer’s Report
Copies of the report were distributed in Anne’s absence. Pat raised a point from the 2008/2009 accounts re the Mosaic Project monies. Incorrect figures listed. Pat will discuss this with Anne.
8.  Neighbourhood Partnership and Area Board
Open Space Audit Questionnaire and consultation details were noted.  Action: Pat and Louisa to discuss a CC entry for Questionnaire.  

Action: Louisa to send members information about the Number 2 proposed amended route.  

Action: Louisa to update CC on the Road & Footways budget (CEC).  
Action: Louisa to ask Richard Koch (Criminal Service Team, South West office) to our next meeting.  Looks more likely to be early next year.
Action: Louisa to check Walkbout info Eddie brought along (re. his query to Andrew Wallace, CEC) to chase up.  LJ asked Gordon Dickson (Housing Officer for Stenhouse area) to advise if possible to send our CC monthly Walkabout information including Target Date (ie. The date work is expected to be completed).
Area Board: Pat advised that the SMRA project for overspill car parking at Whinpark has been changed as City Development had objected to the original plan. New suggestion is that 3-4 disabled car parking spaces could be cut into the grass area without causing problems with traffic and this proposal is more likely to be approved and passed. Pat explained to new members what the Area Boards did and the frequency of their meetings. Also asked if anyone interested in becoming the deputy representative to attend if Pat was unable to. 
9. Saughton Park

The new Skatepark is hoping to open early Spring 2010. Pat brought copies of the proposals for the refurbishment for the new play park. These plans will now go forward for funding approval. CEC already have £100.000 allocated and WREN have expressed an interest in providing the additional £60,000 required. Eddie asked why Stenhouse Primary schoolchildren have not been included in the design work for the new entrance and only Balgreen Primary. Pat will contact John Travers to ask if Stenhouse could be included.
10. Website / Newsletter
Louisa has updated the website and will provide further information at our next meeting.  It is hoped to have the next newsletter out no later than mid-December; members were asked to provide any information they feel appropriate for inclusion.
11. Correspondence
· Substitute rep required for NP.  
· Community Council Constitution – List of councillors to be sent to Eileen Hewitt along with signed copy of the constitution.
· Funding for Small Projects
· Lightways Contractors – Christmas Lighting available. No action on our part to be taken.
· ASCC Annual Conference on 14/11/2009. Anyone interested?
      •    Edinburgh Plan for Older People
      •    Scottish trade Union Congress

      •    Health Link Newspaper – copies distributed

      •    Shirley Anne Somerville’s Parliamentary newsletter available

     •     Community Councillor Booklets available
     •     Postal Ballot for ASCC and Annual reports

12.  AOB
· Walkabout dates provided and an explanation to new members of what they entail and how they work.
· List of previous points raised at walkabouts supplied by Gordon Dickson and Pat read these out to the committee.
· Dates for CC meetings, it was agreed we stay with the 3rd Wed of each month.
· New Letterhead paper to be designed showing our full name.

· Funding to be applied for re Noticeboard at Whitson

· Noticeboard at Stenhouse Cross needing repaired. Brenda to arrange possible repair.

· New bus stop in Stenhouse Drive still needing bus shelter. Anne Stevenson has contacted various depts and is waiting on replies. Pat will contact Catherine Gick at TIE.

· Training sessions will be available for new Community Councillors. Dates to follow.

Date of Next Meeting: 18th November.
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