
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 18th MARCH 2009
Present
Pat Carr, Eddie Mulligan, Louisa Jeffrey, Anne Paterson, Jean Brownlee, Jack Blakey, Margaret Blakey, Jimmy Anderson, Cllr. Nick Elliot-Cannon, Nancy Cruikshank, Walter Spence
David Pratt - Community Safety Officer Stenhouse/Whitson areas, Bert Wilson -Crime Prevention Officer Pentlands Area.
Apologies
1.  Apologies were received from the following: Robert Wicksted, Stella McPherson, PC Neil Doig.
 Minutes of the meeting of 18th February 2009
2.  Pat welcomed everyone to the meeting.  One point noted from the minutes – Walter asked about the Community Council Review. Pat advised we had dealt with this at our previous meeting in January and that no comments had been made and proposed amendments had been accepted. Jean confirmed with an email to Eileen Hewitt. All now agreed minutes were correct and were proposed by Anne Paterson and seconded by Louisa Jeffrey.   

Matter Arising
3.

The railing at the play park at Stenhouse Place East still not repaired. Jimmy mentioned a notice was now showing and he would check and get back to us with any information. Pat will continue to chase this repair up with Gordon Dickson until work is completed. Problem with dog fouling both in the play park and surrounding grassed areas and also in Stevenson Drive.  David Pratt to contact Environmental Wardens.  Action DP. 
      In answer to Brenda’s query re tram direction along Princes Street – Trams will run the    

      full length of Princes St., there will therefore be no need to change trams etc.
      Margaret asked about the use of Concession passes on the trams as had been given  

      conflicting information so far. Jean had paperwork saying they could be used but Nick 

      mentioned that nothing had been finalised as yet. 
      Funding re CC Newsletter/Laptop etc – Nick had mentioned at a previous meeting 

      possible funding from Community Engagement fund but Pat had checked with Eileen 

      Hewitt and this money was now incorporated into SWNP funding.

      Brenda had mentioned problems in Whitson Grove with the trip rails being damaged. 

      This area has already been put forward as a SW Area Board project and will be  

      considered in April. Pat to keep CC advised. Nick had recently done a walkabout in 

      Whitson area and had raised points re trip rails, possibility of one way traffic in the 

      Grove, and also bollards at Balgreen shops where cars cutting over pavements. Had

      mentioned problems to PC Jason Kemp, CBO for area. Walter had mentioned another 

       area in Whitson Crescent that required fencing, Pat advised this was also a proposed

       project for SW area board. 
       Louisa had suggested possible CC funding re allotments in Saughton Mains Street, Pat 

       had tried to contact a woman she knew with an allotment there but still no success in 

       getting contact details for the Allotment Association..       Action Pat
       Nick has spoken with Transport Convenor regarding the problems caused by no 

       notification to residents when guideway closed and bus stops moved to main road, has 

       stressed our displeasure. Re the grassed areas opposite Saughton House, these have all 

       been sold off and one will be used for Housing. Not sure which one yet. Pat said this had 

       been circulating as a rumour. Nick said Allotments still there but industrial yards had all 
       been cleared and either used by TIE or British Rail at present.

       Pat had received word from Catherine Gick at TIE that the 2 bus stops presently in 
       Stenhouse Drive will both be moved and there will be 1 stop only where the new lay-by 
       is being built. 

       Nick has not had a meeting yet with Saughton House but will continue to press for this.
       Jimmy asked if any info re the ground of the old Whitson Comm. Centre. This is going to 

       be the new Air Cadet Training Centre. Walter asked if anything happening on the land
       to right hand side, Louisa has plans which are on view on our website for anyone 
       interested.
     4.    Police Report

· Recently there was a night of a spate of wheelie bin fires in and around Stenhouse Cres.  Information to hand that unknown group of youths were seen in Stenhouse Place East play park the same evening playing with fire.  PC Doig would welcome info re their identities.

· Several drugs searches carried out in the area.  Positive result with arrests and recovery of drugs.

· Broken bollards in Saughton Mains St and Saughton Mains Dr and Stenhouse Street West has been reported again to CEC.  Urgent action promised.

· No adverse response to idea of setting up neighbourhood watch in Saughton Mains Dr.  Coordinator to be sought.  Letters to residents in east section of same road and Saughton Rd also to be distributed to gauge opinion there.

· New resident caretaker in place at Whinpark Medical Centre

· Awaiting confirmation from potential partner re setting up new girls dance group at Carrickvale Centre

· CEC investigating Saughton Park as a possible location for a one day sports day to be held for young people during July.  Other locations also being considered.  Sports could include climbing using a portable wall, mountain biking and possibly football/rugby.

· Locations of alleged drug dealing and anti social behaviour in area included in monthly CBO report and highlighted to other officers/council staff for attention or action.

· Monday night football now attracting a young lady from Stenhouse area.  Hopefully she will spread the word and more girls might come along (the football is on at the Broomhouse School astro pitch 8-9pm every Monday night).

· No problems reported in connection with tram works

· Arrangements being made for Police/CEC Community Safety staff to conduct joint visits to several young people who continue to behave in an unacceptable manner despite previous visits(s).  Consideration being given to Acceptable Behaviour Contracts.

· Recent housebreakings in Saughton Mains Gardens being investigated.  Local residents have provided information hopefully identifying those responsible.

· Minor problems experienced at shops in Saughton Mains Gardens – children causing nuisance – attention being given

· Extensive work to remove vandalism on underpass Calder Rd and Wester Hailes Rd.  Information previously obtained suggested that similar improvements to be made at other similar underpasses at Broomhouse Rd and Saughton Rd.  Clarification/verification being sought.

· Meeting being arranged with John Travers from CEC re progress in planning for new skatepark which has met no opposition from Scottish Government.

· Residents to please keep reporting problems.
       PC Bert Wilson CPO Pentlands (also Architectural Liaison Officer) spoke in detail about 

       Crime Prevention in particular the Secure by Design Website. Leaflets distributed on all 

       topics discussed.     Action Louisa to include on website.

       David Pratt Community Safety Officer advised that only 7 anti social behavioural issues 

       raised in last year within Stenhouse, Saughton Mains and Whitson area. Anne raised 

       concerns about recent anti social behaviour from youths in Saughton Park. David to 
       speak with the gardener concerned and also advised the Police have decided to 
       concentrate on raising Police profile at Easter time in the park. Also now 2 Youth Team   

      CS officers working with local CBO i.e.  Neil Doig.  

       Louisa will contact Anne Davis, Communications.

       Jimmy raised concern about traffic speed between Stenhouse Cross and Gorgie and 

       surrounding areas. Concern raised about safety of children at Balgreen and Stenhouse 

       schools.      Action Pat 

       Broken bollards outside Stenhouse Primary school – Neil Doig has chased this matter 

       again and work to be carried out as soon as possible. 

.
Planning

5.     1 Planning application -  Garden shed at 35 Stenhouse Crescent.
Treasurer’s Report
6.   Anne provided update as to signatories list, also advised 2 cheques had to be  

reissued, 1 to S. Mains sheltered housing and return of Mosaic monies. Final accounts hopefully will be done for April meeting. Cheque for £50 for CC petty cash system to be run for all small expenses.
Neighbourhood Partnership & Area Boards Issues
7. Area Board issues
       Mike Avery Neighbourhood Manager has proposed new format for additional funding to be

       made available for SW projects.  At present it is just Housing Revenue Account monies, but

       he would like to see available monies left over from roads (apparently £70,000 carried

       forward from budget of £200,000) and Urban Centres Programme (£100,000 carried

       forward) to be added to the budget for SW.

· The Neighbourhood Environmental Programme budget will be approx £564,000 for this financial year but possibility of other money could be available.

· 4 new submissions went in for Environmental Plans including a plan from Saughton Mains South ie  Orlit and Blackburn Houses (already have one for the flats area), these plans include  lighting, pavements, recycling, environmental improvements (other proposals from Redhall/Kingsknowe/Longstone, Firhill and Oxgangs). Pat to ask Tommy Walker to develop same for Stenhouse/Whitson 
· Special meeting arranged to discuss and vote on proposed projects. Pat to keep CC informed .

· Val McCann doing report on officials that attend walkabouts. Not enough officials attending these so If we would like any particular officials at our walkabouts we can put in a request to Debbie Herbertson.

· Plastic Recycling – only can be done at large recycling sites, householders should have priority to get bins for plastics. Suggestion to be taken forward by Area Board.
· Eddie asked about poss.  funding for Baptist Church again as other NP are allocating funding for similar. Pat to contact Diana Potter for clarification.
David Pratt left the meeting at 8.30pm.  

      NP Issues      
Louisa advised no update.
     Saughton Park
8. Pat read out John Travers CEC email, it was noted that on 5th March 2009, the final
      planning permission clearance for the proposed outdoor skatepark in Saughton Park
      was approved by the Scottish Government. The work is due to commence in June
      2009 and last approx 9 months. Stenhouse CC will be kept informed of any
      significant alterations to the project development. 
     9.    Website
             Louisa showed some of the website – due to technical difficulties with the l

             laptop, only a couple of pages could be viewed. Louisa would welcome input and

             comments from committee members. If anybody has photographs or information
             relating to any of our areas then she would be happy to include on website.
    10.    Correspondence
             Jean/Pat read out all correspondence received.
             Letter of thanks was sent to Elaine thanking her for all her hard work on CC and

             wishing her all the best for the future.

             Carrickvale Comm. Centre will be holding a 2 day Exhibition event on 15th and 16th
                  April, asked for interested local groups to provide information publicising their work

             etc. CC to submit our website details and posters                Louisa to action      
             Funding Information event on 23rd March – anyone willing to attend. Louisa and

             Anne expressed an interest in attending.

             Review CC Scheme – our only comment was that Saughton Mains is 2 words. Report

             on results to follow in due course 
             WWF Earth Hour re Climate Change – turn off lights for 1 hour on 28th March.

              Receipt from Audit of CC Accounts and thank you letter for donation to Bowling 

              Club Funds.

              NP Website – will be setting up their website and asked us for input. 

              Louisa to action with jean
              Letter from Christine Doherty advising that Mosaic Money to be returned due to
              lack of interest.
              Graham Budd – Edinburgh Building Services Liaison Officer wishes to attend future

              Meeting.

              SWNP meeting at Meggetland Sports Centre on 30th March. Louisa on holiday so

              Anyone able to attend in her place.                                Pat will try to attend. 
              Letter of Resignation from Jack and Margaret, Pat read out. They will be stepping

             down in May. Pat said they would be missed and thanked them for all their
             contribution over the years.

        11. AOB.  
        Walkabouts: feedback report to be sent out each month from CEC to each area. 
                                                                                     Pat to contact Val McCann.

              Anne asked about possible recycling site at new ATC premises    Louisa to action

              CC now given parents permission to put photograph and names of winners of School
              poetry reading on our website.

              Jack asked if CC could send a letter of congratulations to Stenhouse Primary school

             Choir for their success in recent competition.        Jean to action 
             Jimmy mentioned that Old Folks Home in Fords Road is to be relocated elsewhere. 
             Stair door beside Chemists at the Cross hanging off. Pat to contact GD.

       12. Date of Next Meeting      15.04.2009 at Carrickvale Comm Centre 

