
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 18th FEBRUARY 2009
Present
Pat Carr, Eddie Mulligan, Louisa Jeffrey, Anne Paterson, Brenda Myles, Stella McPherson,  Jean Brownlee, Jack Blakey, Margaret Blakey, Jimmy Anderson, Robert Wickstead, Cllr. Nick Elliot-Cannon, Nancy Cruikshank, 
Sheila Duncan (Senior Community Learning & Development Worker, CECC)
Apologies
1.  Apologies were received from the following: Jim Renwick, Walter Spence, and PC Neil Doig.

 Minutes of the meeting of 21 January 2009
2.  Pat welcomed everyone to the meeting.  There were 2 points noted from the minutes – Brenda commented on the date shown relating to Minutes from November as 1008 and not 2008, and Jimmy noted that Jason Rust, Scottish Conservative Candidate had been listed incorrectly as Jason Rusk. All now agreed minutes were correct and were proposed by Eddie Mulligan and seconded by Brenda Myles.   

Matter Arising
3.

The railing at the play park at Stenhouse Place East has a loose spike that had still not    been repaired. Pat contacted Gordon Dickson who advised that he has now passed this on to the Council Blacksmith for repair. Whilst doing the walkabout with Neil Doig recently it was noted there were 2 areas in this fence that required repairing and these will both be dealt with as quickly as possible. Pat advised we will continue to monitor this until work is completed.
      The Review of Community Council Schemes and Proposed Amendments – This had
      been carried forward for discussion tonight and Pat asked if there were any comments to
      be put forward to these amendments. No comments and these amendments would be
      considered acceptable.
      Cllr. Nick Elliot-Cannon raised the points previously mentioned about Saughton House 
      and staff parking. He advised that the green belt area which we had questioned could be
      used for car parking was in process of being sold off to pay for the tram works being
     done. Pat asked if he knew who this had been sold to but Nick had received no further
      information at this time.  Pat had heard a rumour it had been sold for housing but nothing
      confirmed. Nick advised Broomhouse have same concerns as ourselves and that the
      parking problems would get worse especially when the parking restrictions are put in
      place. Nick to keep us informed. 

      Stella asked if the project that had been put forward to Area Boards for overspill car
      parking at Whinpark could be hurried along to help alleviate any possible increase of
      parking regarding Saughton House but Pat informed meeting that this was not possible as
      the money for new projects would not be available until after April and the new financial
      budgets began. Also this was not the intended use for this area if project gets passed. Nick
      said hoping to get the local schools to do a  Road Safety Project which can be handed into
      Saughton House and make staff aware of consequences. 

      Nick also mentioned previous concerns about lack of communication from LRT re the
      moving of the buses from fast track to main road. No information given to Bus users
      about change of bus stops.  He will take this up again with LRT. Louisa  mentioned that
      the Transport Sub group had also raised this matter to LRT.

      Jean brought up the matter re the Honorarium of £50 for Louisa in regards to all her work
      Done in setting up our Website – for all interested our address is
      www.stenhousecc.org.uk. This had been carried forward from our last meeting due to
      lack of numbers. Pat asked for a vote on this and it was well received and no objections.
      Honorarium approved.      

Police Report
4. Neil had sent report in case unable to attend. Had received a few complaints from 
      residents in Stenhouse Gardens about youth problems and will give it his attention
      this week whilst on late shift. Mentioned that whilst on walkabout with Gordon
      Dickson had also noticed that the gates to the grassed areas in Stenhouse Drive east
      side to Stenhouse Cross were broken and there was a problem with dog fouling. Had
      not received any complaints from residents about the noise from the tram works but
      would be keeping in touch with TIE. Had been in touch with representatives of
      Community Safety teams and visits were being arranged to visit local young people
      and their families in relation to their general behaviour. Interest shown from Saughton
      Mains into setting up 2 Neighbourhood watches possible following the spate of
      housebreaking over Festive period.  He will be delivering leaflets in the area to gauge
      peoples opinion. Has been approached by a Street Work Project into setting up
      another girl’s dance group at Carrickvale Community Centre. He will meet with them
      to discuss and will keep us posted. Happy to help again with the Fayre day this year.
      If anything else comes up then please let him know.

.
Planning

5. 1 Planning application – 2 Stenhouse Avenue West had put in an application to build
      an extension. 
Treasurer’s Report
6. Brought forward balance is £704.75.  Anne listed our expenditure – Cheques issued
      to Carrickvale Comm. Centre £24.00 for Jan and Feb room hire, £35.00 to the Auditor,
     £34.43 to Louisa for Website costs, £50.00 donation to Baptist Church for Hall hire and
     £50.00 donation to Saughton Mains Sheltered Housing. Balance outstanding is
     £511.32
Neighbourhood Partnership & Area Boards Issues

 7.    SWNP meeting on 10/2/9

Main Points

· Local Community Plan: final draft to be provided to SWNP at its next meeting

· “Business Meetings”: it was decided to hold such meetings to assist the SWNP to deal with the more mandatory items so as to allow for time for public questions at SWNP meetings.

· Urban Centre Programme: decided to allocate remaining funds to development work at the Calders High Rise.

· Community Grants Fund: SWNP was advised by CEC that there were still sizeable funds still available. Stenhouse CC intending to put forward funding applications for Newsletter, Noticeboard at Whitson, Printer and Laptop. Stenhouse CC had also noted that due to the late advisement from CEC, it is unable to provide the necessary information (quotes, etc) to put forward projects to be funded from this year’s funding pot.  The late advisement was also noted by SWNP and we have been given reassurances we will be given a quarterly update as to remaining funds from next year’s financial year and beyond.

· No 20 bus: the Transport Sub-Group is looking seriously at possibility of reinstating this service.  There are 4 possible routes currently out to tender – will report back to CC once further information is available.  LJ and Keith Bell (SBPCC) to discuss the routes with Lynda Haughney, CEC.

· Carrickvale Community Centre: agreed they will receive £5K towards installation of automated doors.

Area Board Issues
8.         Pat advised there was no update as meetings of Area Board are bi-monthly.
Website
9.        Louisa brought along some printouts for members information. Website now 

           live. If anybody has photographs or information relating to any of our areas then   
           Louisa would be happy to include on website. We have links directing readers to   
           various official websites including Police and Carrickvale Comm. Centre.

Sheila Duncan – Senior Community Development Officer arrived and introduced herself at this point in the meeting. Pat asked if we could leave this part until any other business and this was agreed by all.   
Correspondence// Any Other Business

10.       Jean read out correspondence received: 

          Receipt and Thank You letter from the Baptist Church for the donation of £50.00 re
          room/hall hire  
          Pedestrian Crossing in Calder Road – Napier University had agreed to give £150,000

          to City Of Edinburgh Council toward creation of new Junction at Sighthill Court and

          Calder Road
.         Tram Works February Fact sheet 2009 – Can be viewed online and address available if

          Required. Brenda asked whether people requiring to get off trams at beginning of

          Princes Street but needing to continue their journey therefore getting on another tram 

          at other end, do they need to pay twice? Will contact Catherine Gick at TIE.
                                                                                                                              Action Jean

          Edinburgh Civic Forum next meeting will be held on Tuesday 17th March at 4.30pm in  

          The European Room at the City Chambers. Anyone interested let Jean know. 

          Edinburgh Tenants Federation newsletter handed round.

          Engagement of Community Council Action Plan – Questionnaire to be completed and 

          returned by 27/02/209. Any comments to Jean at end of meeting.

          Letter from Lord Provost inviting any nominations for candidates we feel worthy of

          the Edinburgh Award 2009.  

         Copy of Edinburgh Community Council News handed round. 

AOB.  
    Trophy awarded to Stenhouse Primary School – Pat had been in contact with school
    and Head teacher Mrs.Galashan had asked if the trophy could be awarded annually for   

    the best Burns Poetry reader rather than the best house. They have a shield which they   
          already award for this. Pat had agreed on CC behalf. Pat will be going down to help 
          choose the winner from the final 3 and hopefully can get a photograph for our 

          website. Also Mrs. Galashan had said she would be willing to attend any meeting

          where we felt there was some interest/involvement for the school.
          Mosaic Project – Letter previously sent to Mike Avery at SW office, reply received 
          Christine Docherty advising she would take this up with SWNP to see if age 

          Restrictions could be lifted. Sheila introduced herself and explained her remit. She

          Had been looking at this project to see if they could offer assistance in getting 

          Interested parties but nothing forthcoming at this time. Advised there had been a 

          Boundary change and there was now only 1 Full time Youth worker for whole of 

          South West NP area. Had discussed the mosaic project with Street Workers and Andy                       

          Vardey but again no interest shown at this time. Happy to work with us in future on 

          any possible project idea. Will arrange a meeting with Sheila, Youth work staff and

          Andy Vardey to discuss possible avenues to consider. Pat to advise Sheila on outcome 

          of SWNP decision on existing funding.

          Louisa mentioned that funding still available in SWNP budget and if no objections we 

          will put forward, if time allows, an application to cover funding application for

          Newsletter, Laptop and Printer and Noticeboard for Whitson as all linked. No 

          Objections. 

          Nick EC mentioned there may be additional funding available from Communication 

          Fund. Will investigate through Eileen Hewitt.

                                                                                                                       Action Pat      

          Brenda raised the issue of problems in Stevenson Drive. Cars mounting and driving 

          down pavement to avoid traffic queue. Area heading along to Balgreen Primary

          School. Also area in front of shops in Balgreen Rd cars driving across pavements.

          Whitson Crescent – car parking issues. Problems at  various times throughout the day. 

          People using sports centre in evening park on grass verges causing similar problems.

         Jack mentioned that both he and Margaret would continue until end
         of Community Council term in May but then would be standing down. 
         After much discussion it was found the term does not end now until October.

         Jack and Margaret to stay on till end May but then will need to stand down.

         Jack asked if there will be a summer interval for CC again this year. Nothing decided
         as yet. Pat mentioned she hoped CC would help again this year with SMRA summer
         fayre day which will be held on 29th august. More info at next meeting. 

         Brenda - Whitson grove – Traffic problems with speeding cars. Used to be 1 way
         street. Could street bumps be installed? Nick to pass all above info on to both 

         Neil Doig and Jason Kemp. Possible traffic survey to take place.    

         Information re Lloyds TSB funding for registered charities passed to Jean for possible 
         application for upgrade to disabled toilet at Baptist church. CC cannot apply as not a

         registered charity. 

         Trip rails in Whitson grove damaged. Needing repaired or replaced. Contact Gordon 

         Dickson.

                                                                                                                           Action Pat

         Louisa mentioned the vandalism at allotments in Saughton Mains street and possible 

         idea for funding application from CC. To contact the Allotment association first.

                                                                                                                           Action Pat 

Date of Next Meeting 
13.     The date for the next meeting will be Wednesday 18th March 2009, at the Carrickvale Centre.

