
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 16th SEPTEMBER 2009
Present
Louisa Jeffrey, Anne Paterson, Jean Brownlee, Eddie Mulligan, Stella McPherson, Jimmy Anderson, Nancy Cruickshank, Brenda Myles, Cllr. Nick Elliott-Cannon
1. Apologies
Apologies were received from the following: Pat Carr, Jim Renwick, Walter Spence, Robert Wickstead, PC Neil Doig, and Cllr. Joanna Coleman.
2. Minutes of the meeting of 24th June 2009

Louisa welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  Minutes of previous meeting: Proposed by Anne Paterson, Seconded by Jean Brownlee.
3. Matters Arising
1. Pedestrian crossing at Stenhouse Cross – Action: Neil Doig to advise if a Traffic Management survey was carried out and / or if there are any future plans to do this.
2. Edinburgh Allotments Society happy with fencing at present.  Action: None
3. It was reported that land at former ATC site is to be sold off by the Council for additional allotments (Evening News article from previous week stated that Pansy Walk now being sold off for development. Action: Louisa awaiting clarification from CEC
4. Action: Louisa to confirm procedure regards completing (Neighbourhood Partnership) funding application forms on behalf of groups or organisations.  Louisa confirmed Edinburgh Council’s procedural guidance which stipulates that it is not mandatory for a CC to complete a funding application form but that they can, at their discretion, assist.
5. Stella’s housing query about single/multiple occupancy, particularly under-occupied premises, within our area.  Louisa reported on information given by the Statistics Office and discussion took place.  It was noted that as the "boundary" for Stenhouse, Saughton Mains and Whitson is not geographically clear, the Statistics Office made a decision to look at tenancies/properties with a postcode starting EH11 3** only. Action: Louisa to get multiple occupancy information, and Nick to investigate Council Tax payment rates specifically relating to those residing in ‘defected’ properties.
6. Jimmy advised that the play park at Stenhouse is desperately requiring gardening / tidy up.  Action: Pat to raise this issue with Edinburgh Council via Walkabout.

7. Issue of ownership of the path was raised (from direction of Stenhouse Cross to Stenhouse Place East).  Action: Pat to contact Edinburgh Council to establish ownership.

4. Police Report
The report was not available for the meeting.
5. Planning
Eddie read out items of planning interest – there are no major projects noted.  Please visit 
http://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_searchform.aspx
(then in the “Community Council” field, state ‘Stenhouse’) for full information.

6. Treasurer’s Report
An update was given on our current balance and monies spent.  Balance is £1084.61.
7. Neighbourhood Partnership and Area Board
Nick confirmed that the CEC’s Convenor of the Transport, Infrastructure and Environment Committee has written to Lothian Buses asking that the proposed amendment to the Number 2 bus route be seriously considered (so that it passes Sighthill and Whinpark Health Centres).  Actions: Louisa to send members information about the Number 2 proposed amended route.  Nick to confirm the set-up date for the Number 20 bus to pass the Health Centres.
Louisa reported on the recent Public Event called “Community Safety and Environment”, and in particular the information given by the Community Service Team (part of the Criminal Justice Team).  It was confirmed that Community Councils can submit proposed projects to them (eg. Gardening maintenance) that, if deemed appropriate, will be actioned!  Community Service brochure showing examples of projects chosen was circulated and positively received by all members.  Action: Louisa to ask Richard Koch (South West office) to our next meeting.
Louisa advised that our three proposed projects in relation to the Road and Footways Budget are still being considered.  Action: Louisa to update CC at next meeting.

Open Space Audit Questionnaire and consultation details were noted.  Action: Pat and Louisa to discuss a CC entry for Questionnaire.  

Area Board: No information available at time of meeting.

8. Saughton Park

Discussion took place about possible plans being available that show proposed work to be carried out to the existing child playpark area.  Actions: Pat to contact John Travers, CEC, for update – and copy of plans if available; and Louisa to check CEC’s Planning site for any information.
Work on the skatepark has now started and it was noted that Friends of Saughton Park have raised specific concern about the mess it has created.  CC members felt that the mess currently seen is within expected levels of disruption but will keep monitoring it.
It was noted that the whole surrounding area of Saughton Park requires tidying up / cutting back hedges etc that are now substantially covering the surrounding pavement area.  Action: Louisa to see about including this as a project for the Community Service Team, alternatively to contact CEC Parks dept.
9. Website / Newsletter
Louisa confirmed that the website was updated with the Community Council Election information.  Action: Louisa to send out official notification of to relevant individuals, businesses and organisations.

Louisa confirmed newsletter was sent out and that it had already generated interest and contact from local residents.

10. Correspondence
· Customer Focus Group Meetings letter: CC’s submission was agreed upon.  
Action: Louisa to write up and send to CEC.
· Edinburgh Planning Guidance – Gardens and Designed Landscapes: Consultation paper

· Public Realm Strategy: Consultation paper

· Student City Form invitation

· Altogether in the Park invitation – Action: Jean and Louisa to attend
· ASCC invitation to their Annual Conference (in December).  Jean and Louisa expressed interest to attend.

11. AOB
· Nick reported on Whitson Grove. (re. Traffic management)
· CEC have agreed new boundary areas.  Action: Louisa to get information that affects Stenhouse, Saughton Mains and Whitson.
· Nick advised that Irene Ralston is the new Inspector for our area, taking over from Inspector Andy Gilhooley.  It was noted that Inspector Gilhooley is now based at the Corstorphine office.
Date of Next Meeting: 21st October 2009 – to be chaired by PC Neil Doig as it’s the first CC meeting after the Elections.
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