
MINUTES OF MEETING OF STENHOUSE, SAUGHTON MAINS AND WHITSON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 15th APRIL 2009
Present
Pat Carr, Eddie Mulligan, Jean Brownlee,  Jimmy Anderson, Nancy Cruikshank, Walter Spence, Stella McPherson, Brenda Myles, PC Neil Doig
Apologies
1. Apologies were received from the following: David Pratt (Community Safety Officer) Louisa Jeffrey, Anne Paterson, Jack and Margaret Blakey, Robert Wicksted, Donald Wilson, Nick Elliot-Cannon and John Barrett. 
 Minutes of the meeting of 18th March 2009
2.  Pat welcomed everyone to the meeting. One point noted from the minutes – Brenda pointed out her previous question re Tramways operating in Princes St. was directed at what happens if/when any procession etc taking place, how would the trams run then. Pat to contact Catherine Gick at TIE for explanation. All now agreed minutes were correct and were proposed by Walter Spence and seconded by Eddie Mulligan.   

Matter Arising
3. The railing at the play park at Stenhouse Place East still not repaired. Jimmy will do a further check and Pat to pass on to Nick Elliot-Cannon. 
Jimmy also mentioned still a problem with dog fouling in area with distinct lack of warning notices, also no litter bin sited in play park area. David Pratt had contacted Environmental Wardens but Pat will ask him to chase this up. Pat read out email from David in his absence tonight. Area has 8 cases open at present. Busy time with it being Easter Holidays. A few incidents in Saughton Park and the Winter Gardens especially, police patrols have increased therefore and CCTV van deployed in park and surrounding areas. Increased Youth disturbances in Stenhouse Crescent and Stenhouse Rd and Community Safety working closely with the Police. Any problems please contact David on 0131 527 3818.
Louisa had previously brought up fencing consideration re allotments in Saughton Mains St, still no contact details available. PC to continue pursuing this. Industrial yards in S. Mains Street now being used by British Rail or TIE.
Leaflets and information from PC Bert Wilson now included on our website. Louisa to check with Ann Davies at Communications re this inclusion.
Concerns raised with speeding traffic from both Gorgie to Balgreen School and also from Calder Road to Balgreen School, Neil was asked if a Traffic survey could once again be done in the area. Neil to arrange. Car parking still an issue around Saughton Park. This had been fully discussed at our previous meeting but points duly noted again
Area Board point - Pat has asked Tommy Walker for an environmental plan to be considered for Stenhouse and Whitson areas. 

Pat still to discuss with Diana Potter the possibility of funding for Stenhouse Baptist Church.  

Carrickvale Comm. Centre 2 day exhibition event – Louisa has submitted posters and information to be displayed at the event on behalf of Stenhouse CC. Also put together a poster for the clean up scheduled for Water of Leith. We are not intending to take part at this time but would consider if the stretch in our area was due to be cleaned.

NP website – Louisa working with NP on this. SWNP meeting on 30/03/2009 no representative from ourselves in attendance.

Walkabouts – No feedback report since January with no full reports to be issued. In future only information relevant to our own areas will be sent to us. Still no feedback though from our own walkabouts! Pat intending to do S. Mains next walkabout and Eddie hoping to cover Stenhouse and possibly Whitson.    PC to arrange
Letter of congratulations to be sent to Stenhouse Primary school on their success in School Choir competition. Jack sent a congratulations card on our behalf instead.

Stair door at Stenhouse Cross still not repaired, now lying on pavement. PC to contact Gordon Dickson again.

4. Police Report
 Neil mentioned that our area fairly quiet at present. Groups of girls causing some problems at Stenhouse Cross and Stenhouse Rd. Ongoing usual problems with youths and certain problem individual families. Had intended to do home visits tonight with Paul Saunders, these will need to be rescheduled. No re occurrences of fire starting. Graffiti reared up again with 4 names being predominant throughout S. mains area. Reports of some unfamiliar faces hanging round the chip shop in S. Mains Gardens. CCTV camera still at Stenhouse Cross. Bus windows smashed but hopefully something on CCTV to identify culprits.
Youths drinking outside Community Centre and benches smashed. 4 Youths involved. Also problems with tennis balls being thrown at passing motorists in Calder Rd. Youths also causing problems at Sighthill Comm. Centre. Neil arranging visits to parents of those involved.
Craig Gowans Memorial football match on Sat. 30th May at Saughton Enclosure, Kick off at 1pm. This is intended to be an annual event. Large numbers are expected to attend with possible problems re parking. Neil working closely with all parties involved to alleviate any potential problems that may arise.

Bollards in S. Mains Drive still not fixed. Neil asked us to write and complain and we will ask the Head teacher of the primary school to become involved as well.

5.  Planning
35 Stenhouse Crescent – Garden shed – application passed

22 Stenhouse Ave – extension – granted

Application for change of use from retail premises to betting office at 544 Gorgie Rd.

1 note of interest – Salon Cinema in Leith Street, to be converted to hotel – application granted.

6. Treasurers Report
None available. Discussion on submission of accounts with option of either 12 monthly accounts in may or 18 months accounts in October. Pat to discuss with Anne Paterson.

7. Neighbourhood Partnership – No update available
    Area Board Update – Projects have been voted on and neither of the 2 Whitson projects have been approved for this year. Will submit again for 2010/2011. 2 of the 4 projects submitted for S. Mains have been passed, one being the overspill car park area beside Whinpark and also a small car park area in Saughton Mains Park. Pat gave brief update but will provide detailed copies at next meeting for anyone interested.  

8. Website – No update available. Louisa will update us on the newsletter at next CC meeting
9. Community Council Election information
Jean read out timetable. AGM to be held in May with elections in October 2009. Publicity costs will be met this year in full by council. Neil Doig has agreed to be our Returning Officer. AGM to be held at start of next CC meeting on Wed 20th May.

10. Correspondence
Cheque returned to Maureen Thompson re Mosaic Project, £2090. Acknowledgement received.
Community Engagement One day Conference on 21/04. Anyone interested let Jean know

National Sec. ASCC Renewal/Invitation. Insurance premium now £52.00 includes £5.00 discount. Jean to pass on to Anne for payment
Ann Davies, Community Safety Officer has asked for our input for their Leaflet and Newsletter. Louisa to contact to provide our information.
Council Modernising Planning – Letter provided for anyone interested.

Event on Wed 29/04 – Generations Working Together - to be held at Newbattle in Dalkeith.

Army Evening Reception to be held at Corn Exchange on 6th May – Bring awareness and understanding of Army to local Communities. Pat, Stella and Jimmy to attend.

Summary EACC Question Time – Jean handed out information
ETF Tenants Voice copies distributed.
No 20 Bus Service – Possible Routes – copies available and distributed

Draft Edinburgh Standards for Housing Consultation – Documents can be viewed on council website

11. AOB
Repair of road required between 66 and 56 Stenhouse Drive. PC to contact Road Services   
Jimmy asked Neil for clarification on door to door canvassers and if obliged to inform Police if working in the area. Jimmy had some concerns which were discussed and he will keep Neil informed of any further information.

Neil has some Personal Attack Alarms at £2.0 each for anyone interested.

Play Park in Saughton Park – Brenda asked when this would be reinstated. Stella asked re the toilet facilities in the Park. Neil will contact John Travers for update.

12. Next meeting will be held on Wed. 20th May 2009     

.

