MINUTES OF THE TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY EIGHTH MEETING AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF STENHOUSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON 21ST MAY 2008

 

PRESENT:

E Legget (Chair), P Carr (Vice Chair), E Mulligan (Planning), J Anderson, J Brownlee, 
M Blakey, J Blakey, J Lawrie, S McPherson, J Renwick, W Spence, R Wight

IN ATTENDANCE:

Cllr Nick Elliot-Cannon, PC Neil Doig (LBP), Mrs N Cruickshank
Pat opened the meeting by welcoming everyone including several members of the public and particularly several people from the Whitson area.
1. APOLOGIES

B Myles, Sarah Boyack MSP,  Shirley-Ann Somerville MSP
2. MINUTES OF MEETING 19TH MARCH 2008

The Minutes of the meeting held on 19th March 2008 were approved; proposer Stella McPherson and seconded by Eddie Mulligan.  
3. MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.
4. TREASURER’S REPORT

Elaine circulated the accounts and reported that they had not been signed as the auditor is still checking them.

A cheque for £1000.00 has been given to Andy Vardy for the mosaic project.

5. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS

Chair - Pat Carr, nominated by Elaine Legget, seconded by Eddie Mulligan. 

Vice Chair – Elaine Legget, nominated by John Lawrie, seconded by Eddie Mulligan.

Treasurer – There were no nominees for treasurer.
Secretary – Elaine Legget, nominated by Pat Carr, seconded by Stella McPherson

All the nominations of Office bearers were unopposed although Mr Wicksted from Whitson volunteered to take on the role of Vice Chair but was advised by Cllr Elliot-Cannon that he was ineligible for the post and to vote in the election as he is not currently a member of the Community Council.  Cllr Elliot-Cannon then explained the procedure for nomination of new members to the Community Council.
6. POLICE REPORT

Neil began his report by commenting on the number of people in attendance and the age range which in his opinion reflected the interest and community spirit within Stenhouse Community Council area.  Neil stressed the importance of team working between the police, council officers and members of the community.  The police are working very closely with members of staff in the council.  Initiatives such as visits to homes by Police Officers and members of the Community Safety team have proved to be successful.  In particular Neil reported that images taken from the CCTV cameras in the Sighthill area and visits were made to the parents of some young ladies have helped to reduce the number of youths gathering on Friday nights from 70 to nil.  The area covered on Neil’s beat is very large and Lothian & Borders Police are looking at the possibility of either splitting the beat or appointing another officer to work alongside Neil.  As many people will be aware Neil will be eligible for retirement towards the end of this year but will hopefully be continuing in post.  Everyone in attendance was pleased to hear that Neil has been nominated by Lothian & Borders Police for a national “Best Community Police Officer” award and we look forward to the announcement of the winner. 
7. PLANNING

Eddie reported that permission has been granted for a drive in at 68 Fords Road.  Eddie also reported as a matter of interest that the Destiny Church has been given permission to convert the old Lucky Seven Bingo Hall at 52 Gorgie Road to a place of worship and Community hall.
8. PARTNERSHIP and AREA BOARD ISSUES

John Lawrie gave an overview of the origins of the Area Boards and reported that they will now be subsumed into the Neighbourhood Partnerships.  There is some concern among members of the Area Boards about how much control they will have over how tenant’s money will be spent which was the original purpose of the Area Boards.  Walter reported that the West Board had separated from the South West Area Board.  John replied that the West’s departure had come as a surprise to the South West and there is some concern as to how the money will be split and a steering group has been set up to deal with this.
John also reported that the last public meeting of the Neighbourhood Partnership was on 24th April and the next is 12th August, venue yet to be announced.  There are several projects underway and the skatepark is on the agenda for the next meeting.
John further reported that the Neighbourhood Partnership is setting up a Finance Sub Committee panel and asked if he could represent Stenhouse on the panel, this was agreed. 

9. PUBLIC MEETING


Pat reported that the public meeting on 23rd April was very successful and particularly well attended by people from the Whitson area.  A member of the public from Whitson commented that she spoken to several people and they did not realise that they were part of Stenhouse Community Council.  Pat responded that one of the reasons for holding the public meeting to communicate with the local community’s of the existence of the Community Council.  There was a suggestion that the name should be changed to reflect all the communities i.e. “Saughton Mains, Stenhouse and Whitson Community Council” Elaine will contact Eileen Hewitt for advice on this matter.  Some discussion took place on the number of elected members and nominated members on the Community Council and Jack and Walter clarified which members were elected and who was nominated.  We should have 12 elected and 6 nominated members.  Pat advised that Elaine has written to some of the missing members regarding their commitment and whether they intend to remain members of the Community Council.  There was some debate on the number of meetings these members had attended and the number of meetings for possible attendance, it was agreed that only meetings from the last AGM in October 2007 should be counted.  The missing committee members will be contacted and the matter will be raised again at the meeting on 18th June.



Action Pat and Elaine
10. SKATE PARK

Pat reported that the public meeting held on 16th April was very well attended but the Organisers were criticised for not posting any information for the general public about the meeting.  Another consultation event will be held on Wednesday 25th June in Carrickvale Community Centre.  That will consist of an open afternoon/drop in exhibition 2:00 - 5:00pm and an evening meeting 7:00 - 9:00pm, chaired by Councillor Brock, for the interested public and stakeholders.  Leaflets will be sent out to people in the Stenhouse and Hutchison / Chesser Community Council areas.  Also following the meeting on 16th April a walk round the park will be arranged to give members the opportunity to make comments on facilities in the park in general.             Action Elaine
11. CORRESPONDENCE

Elaine circulated a list of correspondence received.  An item of particular interest is the consultation on the draft model scheme of establishment of community councils and draft code of conduct for community councillors.  Members were asked to read the document before the next meeting as we have been asked to complete and return a questionnaire by 31st August.  Also the AGM for the Association of Community Councils will be held on 21st June in the City Chambers, anyone interested in attending should contact Elaine.


Action All Community Council Members
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a) Trees
 Jack raised the issue of trees in an adjacent garden blocking light to his greenhouses.    Elaine will contact Gordon Dickson.




Action Elaine
b) Grassing Cuttings
A member of the public complained about grass cuttings being a hazzard especially when wet.  Nick will look into council policy on this matter.  Jean asked about eligibility for Garden Aid.  Post meeting the number is 0131 529 3030.  

Action Elaine
c) Traffic Calming
 Mr Wicksted complained that there is no traffic calming in Whitson Grove.  Nick said    that he would take this on board.  Mr Wicksted also enquired about the possibility of a one way system in Whitson Grove.


     Action Cllr Elliot-Cannon
d) Whitson Walk
 A member of the public enquired about tree cutting and rubbish clearing to the rear of Whitson Walk.  The trees are very overgrown and need to be cut back.  Pat advised that the next walkabout for Whitson is Tuesday 10th June.  Pat will contact some people who have expressed an interest in accompanying council officials on the walkabout.







Action Pat
e) Community Safety Surgeries
Neil reported that Community Safety Surgeries have been held in Carrickvale   Community Centre.  Neil will contact Pat with the dates of the next surgeries.










Action Neil

f) Enclosure at Saughton Park
 Mr Wicksted complained that a gate to the enclosure at Saughton Park is kept locked it was agreed that this issue would be raised during the walkabout in the park.  
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 18th June at 7.00pm in Carrickvale Community Centre.


