MINUTES OF THE TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTIETH MEETING  OF
 STENHOUSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON 20th AUGUST 2008

 

PRESENT:

P Carr (Chair), E Legget (Secretary), E Mulligan (Planning), J Brownlee, L Jeffrey, 
S McPherson, A Paterson, J Renwick, W Spence, R Wicksted
IN ATTENDANCE:

John Barratt MP, PC Neil Doig (LBP), Mrs N Cruickshank, Mr C Cunningham City of Edinburgh Council, Culture and Sport
Pat opened the meeting by welcoming John Barratt MP and Craig Cunningham from City of Edinburgh Council
1. APOLOGIES

J Anderson, J Blakey, M Blakey, Cllr Nick Elliot-Cannon, Sarah Boyack MSP, Shirley-Ann Somerville MSP
2. GOLDEN OLDIES WORLD RUGBY FESTIVAL

Craig Cunningham gave a short presentation about the Golden Oldies World Rugby Festival event from Monday 1st to Saturday 8th September.  The main site for the event is Murrayfield stadium but games will be played at Saughton Park on Tuesday 2nd, Thursday 4th and Saturday 6th September.  There will be 6 pitches at Saughton Park and 4 at Roseburn Park.  There will be a temporary PA system set up in Saughton Park for safety announcements but there will be no catering facilities and as players will be transferred from Murrayfield by bus the organisers do not expect any car parking problems for local residents.
3.  MINUTES OF MEETING 18TH JUNE 2008

The Minutes of the meeting held on 18th June 2008 were approved; proposed by Louisa Jeffrey and seconded by Jim Renwick.  
4. MATTERS ARISING

4.1    Attendance
   Pat reported that Sharon Delworth has resigned from the Community Council.  It was agreed that Gail Fairgrieve has been given sufficient opportunity to clarify her position but has not made contact.  Pat therefore declared her to have resigned.  Post meeting note Pat received an email from Gail tendering her resignation from the Community Council.

4.2    Tree Cutting / Hedge Trimming
 Elaine reported that she did not take any action due to Gordon Dickson’s sick leave.    Gordon has now returned to work and Elaine proposed to email a list of items requiring attention before the Stenhouse Walkabout on Thursday 28th August.  Jean volunteered to represent the Community Council on the Walkabout.

    Action Elaine
4.3   Saughton Mains Fayre Day
Elaine has contacted Eileen Hewitt re some promotional materials for the Community Council table at the Saughton Mains Fayre Day event.  Elaine also has a quiz that could be given out and proposed buying sweets as prizes for any returned even partially completed.  This was agreed.




Action Elaine
4.4   Room Hire Charges
Pat reported that the Room Hire for Stenhouse School is £11 per hour.  It was agreed that Elaine would photocopy the list for discussion at the next meeting.

4.5
  Drains on dual carriageway at Saughton Mains
Elaine reported that she has contacted Services for the Community to get the drains on the Calder Road dual carriageway at the Saughton Mains cleared.  This has not been done and Elaine will contact the Council again.


Action Elaine
4.6 Stenhouse Community Council Twenty Five years Commemoration

Pat reported that she has spoken to a member of staff at Stenhouse School re a prize to commemorate Twenty Five years of Stenhouse Community Council.  Due to the School holidays the staff had not had the opportunity to discuss this matter but we should have their response for our next meeting.




Action Pat
5. POLICE REPORT
Neil reported that he will retire from Lothian and Borders Police on 27th November and resume duties on a rolling 1 year contract.  Neil’s beat will be split in two and Paul Scott will cover the Saughton Mains and Stenhouse areas.  The Community Surgeries have been poorly attended, further dates have been arranged but Neil has been approached by Councillor Coleman with a view to arranging joint surgeries.  John Barratt suggested arrangements where people could make appointments rather than just drop in and perhaps have to wait in a queue.  Youth and anti-social behaviour issues continue to be main areas of problems.  The Police and Council Community Safety Teams have been active in the area on foot and in CCTV vans.  They have also visited those responsible at home and discussed issues with their parents.  A review of Saughton Sports Complex is underway and it is possible that Youth Workers will arrange activities for youths for Friday nights.  Neil organised a football match at Saughton Park between teams from Sighthill and Moredun and as a result some of the youths from Saughton Mains and Stenhouse have expressed an interest in the Midnight League initiative.  Tenant’s anti-social behaviour has also escalated in recent months.  Neil reported that surveys of drivers’ speed on Stevenson Drive in front of Stenhouse School have been carried out and since the speed bumps were installed average speed has gone down from 31 to 24 MPH.  The Council are considering erecting signs which indicate the speed driver’s are doing and when necessary advise them to slow down.  
Elaine announced that the “News of the World” are running a “Save our Streets” campaign event at Murrayfield on Wednesday 27th August and anyone wanting tickets should contact Elaine as soon as possible as tickets are limited.
6. PLANNING

a)  Application for a single storey extension at 11 Stenhouse Grove has been granted.

b) Application for the demolition of Stenhouse Whitson CE Centre and a new single storey training centre to be built in its place has been granted.
c) Application has been submitted to build 193 residential apartments and 951m2 small business units class 4 at 2 Westfield Avenue.

7. TREASURER’S REPORT

Elaine reported that the current amount in the bank is £2152.31.  A total of £121.98 was paid out as follows: Carrickvale Community Centre room hire £12, Stenhouse Baptist Church donation for use of room £50.00 and Stationery £47.98.  Receipts include the Council Administration Grant £653.24 and net interest £4.11.  The money in the bank includes money we received for the Mosaic Project which has not started yet due to a lack of interest from 12 to 16 year olds.  The project will hopefully run during the October School holiday week for 9 to 12 year olds.
8. PARTNERSHIP and AREA BOARD ISSUES

Pat reported that John Lawrie has resigned from the Community Council and as our representative on the Area Board and Neighbourhood Partnership.  Walter asked for his position to be clarified and it was agreed that he would be Stenhouse Community Council’s understudy on the South West Area Board.  

Area Board

Pat reported that the following projects were approved by the Area Board to be undertaken during the current financial year:
An Environmental Plan at Calders

Playarea at Deanpark Place

Car Parking at Firhill Drive

Greenacre Environmental Plan, Wester Hailes
Handrail at Oxgangs Place

Fencing at Kingsknowe Court

Murrayburn / Hailesland Environmental Plan

Continued trip rail and fencing at Saughton Mains 

Bin Stores at Broomhouse Gardens West and Avenue

Dumbryden Environmental Plan

The Area Board has no more money to fund any further projects during this financial year.

Neighbourhood Partnership

See Appendix 1

Walter enquired about the replacement of railings in Whitson.  It was agreed that Elaine would check the minutes of previous Partnership meetings and report to the next Community Council meeting.





Action Elaine
9. SAUGHTON MAINS FAYRE DAY


Pat reported that Saughton Mains Fayre Day will take place on Saturday 30th August.  Stenhouse Community Council will have a table and helpers are needed to cover this and other stalls.  Neil will run a football tournament and all participants will receive a medal, there will also be a bouncy boxing ring, bouncy castle, stalls, etc.  Pat also asked for donations for the bakery stall and donations for the bookstall.
10. REVIEW OF EDINBURGH COMMUNITY COUNCIL SCHEME
Elaine reported that the Edinburgh Association of Community Council’s is having a meeting on Saturday 23rd August to discuss the Edinburgh Community Council Scheme Consultation.  Questions are almost exactly the same as for the National Consultation except for the issue of elected and nominated members.  It was agreed that Elaine would go to the meeting and that Stenhouse CC would go with the majority decision.
11. CORRESPONDENCE

Elaine circulated a list of correspondence received.
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a) Saughton Park
 Stella complained about the state of pathways etc. in Saughton Park and suggested that
 the Community Council should apply for funding for repairs.  Some discussion took
 place regarding the park as a whole.  It was agreed that the issue be referred to the 
 Neighbourhood Partnership as other Community Councils will also be using the park.
 John Barratt suggested that Eddie Price from Friends of Corstorphine Hill Association
 and Councillor Coleman be invited to a future meeting to discuss action we could take.
b) Pansy Walk
 The Council propose to sell a parcel of land at Pansy Walk which was once part of the
 allotments.  It was agreed that a letter supporting a proposal that this land to be 
 reverted to  allotments be sent to Councillors.



Action Elaine
c) Noticeboard for Residents of Whitson
    Robert has identified Whitson Grove at the bus stop as a suitable site for a 
    noticeboard.

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 17th September at 7.00pm in Carrickvale Community Centre.


