MINUTES OF THE TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY SEVENTH MEETING OF STENHOUSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON 19 MARCH 2008

 

PRESENT:

E Legget (Chair), P Carr (Vice Chair), E Mulligan (Planning), J Anderson,
M Blakey, J Blakey, J Lawrie, S McPherson, J Renwick, W Spence, R Wight

IN ATTENDANCE:

Sarah Boyack MSP, N Cruickshank, T Naughton, John Travers, David Wardrop and Brian Mills
Pat welcomed everyone to the meeting and announced that because Jean Brownlee has resigned as Secretary Elaine will take the minutes and Pat will Chair the meeting.  Pat introduced guest speakers: David Wardrop, Sports Manager for Culture and Sport; John Travers, Senior Community Development Officer for Culture and Sport; and Brian Mills Acting Team Leader Environmental Wardens.
 

1. APOLOGIES

J Brownlee, S Delworth, G Fairgrieve, B Myles, N Doig (L&B Police), 
Cllr. N Elliott-Cannon, Shirley-Ann Somerville MSP
2. PROPOSED SKATEPARK AT SAUGHTON PARK

John Travers and David Wardrop circulated maps of the proposed layout for the skatepark which will be located at the east side of Saughton Park next to the current children’s play area.  The site for the skatepark is currently used by Tynecastle Boy’s Club but they have agreed to the proposal as a third generation pitch is being installed at Saughton Enclosure.  The children’s play area was recently vandalised and this will be upgraded as part of the project.  Artificial Lighting and CCTV cameras will be installed and there will be low fencing around the area.  The proposal is still in the early stages and a noise assessment has yet to be carried out. It is anticipated that the skatepark will be opened 9 months after planning permission is granted.  The exact cost of the project is not known but £600k has been ring-fenced to pay for it.  Members of the Community Council who were present gave the proposal their full support.
3. ENVIRONMENTAL WARDENS

Brian Mills gave a full and interesting report and circulated some leaflets on the role of the Environmental Warden in improving our local environment.  Environmental wardens are authorised by the City of Edinburgh Council to patrol the streets and enforce specific legislation dealing with: litter, domestic waste, dog fouling, trade waste, street litter controls, fly tipping, fly posting, abandoned vehicles, tables and chairs outside business premises and emissions.  The wardens also refer things to other departments such as graffiti, pot holes, lighting defects, etc.  
4. MINUTES OF MEETING 20 FEBRUARY 2008

The Minutes of the meeting held on 20 February 2008 were approved; proposer Tom Naughton and seconded by Ron Wight.  John Lawrie clarified item 12 that although monies from rents paid by Council Tenants are being used for environmental projects, it is a small amount and repairs and maintenance of Council Houses is still being carried out.
5. MATTERS ARISING

3.1 Treasures Position
Pat asked if anyone was interested in taking over the Treasurer’s position but there was no response.  Pat also asked if anyone is interested in taking over the Secretary’s position again no one was interested.  It was agreed that Elaine will carry on with the duties in the meantime.

6. POLICE REPORT

Neil was unable to attend the meeting but sent a report to Elaine that was circulated to those present.  Youth problems continue to be the biggest source of complaint.  Stenhouse Cross, the play park in Stenhouse Place East, the shops in Saughton Mains Gardens and the park to the north of the area have been particular venues for complaint.  He is looking for funding for girls activities.  Neil has undertaken a “Truancy Initiative” with a local Education Welfare Officer.  CCTV cameras will be sited at Stenhouse Cross for a few more weeks although they are mobile and may be relocated to other areas as the need arises.  Neil also mentioned that the West Edinburgh Times (community newspaper) is faced with closure due to funding problems.  Some discussion took place on this matter as the Gorgie Dalry Gazette has also been forced to close due to lack of funding.  There was general agreement that neither publication carried regular articles on Stenhouse and Saughton Mains but acceptance that this may have been because we fall into the middle of their respective areas and maybe we could have done more to supply information.  Inspector Gilhooley intends to attend our public meeting on Wednesday 23rd April.
7. PLANNING

Eddie reported that Planning permission has been granted for:

Extension to 71/1  Whitson Road

Extension to 19 Saughton Mains Gardens

Change of use of Bingo Hall at 52 Gorgie Road to Place of Worship and community facility.  This item is not in our area but one of general interest.
8. TREASURER’S REPORT

Elaine reported that we received £1.12 interest and paid 22p tax.  Funding for the mosaic project of £2090 has also been added to the account leaving a balance of £3016.65.
9. PARTNERSHIP and AREA BOARD ISSUES

John reported that he had attended a business meeting of the Neighbourhood Partnership to discuss strategies and key areas of interest including transport, planning, education, school summer holiday grants and housing and environmental areas.  The strategies have not been fixed and are still being developed.  Area boards have now been adopted as sub-groups of the Neighbourhood Partnership.  The amount of money available should be announced at the Partnership meeting on Thursday 20th March.  Walter enquired about the fencing to be replaced at Whitson.  The initial estimate was too high and further costings have been requested.  Elaine asked that John request a safety review of the road / crossing system at Stenhouse Cross.  Some discussion took place and Sarah Boyack offered her assistance should we feel we need to take further action on this matter.
10. PUBLIC MEETING


Pat asked for suggestions on who should be invited to our public meeting.  Cllr Nick Elliot-Cannon, Neil Doig and Inspector Gilhooley, Lothian & Borders Police have indicated their intention to attend.  It was agreed that Gordon Dickson, City of Edinburgh Property Management Team; Raymond Rickus, City of Edinburgh Community Safety Team; Graham Budd, Edinburgh Building Services.  Sarah has also agreed to check her diary and will attend if available.  Pat asked for volunteers to put posters on lampposts and deliver to local shops.
11. CORRESPONDENCE

a)  We received a calendar of proposed walkabouts to identify areas like untidy gardens, pavement repairs that need attention in the area, etc.  Eddie recently went out with Gordon Dickson, the next walkabout is scheduled for Tuesday 8th April and Ron has volunteered to accompany Eddie.  We also need someone to volunteer for the Whitson walkabouts; the next for this area is Tuesday 15th April.
b)  Letter and some leaflets from Edinburgh Care and Repair.

c)  Letter from NHS Lothian the appeal for a Pharmacy at Slateford Medical Centre has been dismissed.

d)  Letter from NHS Lothian re the Rezoning Workshop in February, thanking Jean who attended on our behalf.
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Sarah updated us on what life is like in opposition in the Parliament with a government that doesn’t have a clear majority and the work she is doing on our behalf.
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 16th April at 7.00pm 


