MINUTES OF THE TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY FIRST MEETING  OF

 STENHOUSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON 17th SEPTEMBER 2008

 

PRESENT:

P Carr (Chair), E Legget (Secretary), J Anderson, J Blakey, M Blakey, J Brownlee,

L Jeffrey, S McPherson, A Paterson, J Renwick, W Spence, R Wicksted

IN ATTENDANCE:

PC Neil Doig (LBP), Mrs N Cruickshank, Mrs M McFarlane

1. APOLOGIES

E Mulligan (Planning) Cllr Nick Elliot-Cannon, Sarah Boyack MSP, 

Shirley-Ann Somerville MSP

2.  MINUTES OF MEETING 20TH AUGUST 2008

The Minutes of the meeting held on 20th August 2008 were approved; proposed by Ann Paterson and seconded by Jim Renwick.  

3. MATTERS ARISING

3.1    Tree Cutting and Hedge Trimming
Elaine reported that she had sent a list of addresses where trees and hedges are overgrown but as most of the houses are privately owned Gordon Dickson is unable to take action.  Jean accompanied Gordon on a walkabout round the area on Thursday 
28th August and several addresses were noted where gardens were overgrown.

3.2    Saughton Mains Fayre Day
Pat reported that the Resident’s Association had taken approximately £1600 but due to expenditure of £2100 no money was made.  The Association has enough funds to take the pensioners on a theatre outing and to arrange another activity  for local children.  Pat thanked members of the Community Council and PC Doig for all their help on the day.

3.3   Drains on dual carriageway at Saughton Mains
Stella reported that the Drains on Calder Road at the Saughton Mains pedestrian subway have still not been cleared.  Elaine has already reported this but will do so again.

    






Action Elaine
3.4   Twenty Fifth Anniversary Commemoration
   Pat reported that she has not had a response from Stenhouse School regarding the prize to be awarded in commemoration of the Community Council’s Twenty Fifth Anniversary.  A discussion took place on whether the money should go towards a television for the Old Folk’s Home at Ford’s Road.  It was agreed that Pat would contact the School again.  







Action Pat
3.5   Railings at Whitson 

Elaine produced paperwork from the Neighbourhood Partnership meeting which appeared to show that all the approved work was carried out.  Pat will contact Tommy Walker to find out if there is any work outstanding. 



Action Pat

3.6   Pansy Walk
Elaine reported that an email has been sent to all our representatives in the Council, Scottish Parliament and UK Government objecting to the sale of ground at Pansy Walk to a developer.  Some discussion took place and consensus was that the ground should be returned for use as allotments.  Pat will contact Nick to find out what action Gorgie Dalry Community Council is taking.






Action Pat

4. POLICE REPORT

Neil reported that there have been several incidents of garden huts and rubbish bins being set on fire in the area.  The Police are following a positive line of inquiry.  Motor bikes (big and mini) have been a problem recently two mini motorbikes have been confiscated in the last couple of weeks.  The Police need more information on where bikes are being stored, who owns them, etc. to help with their enquiries.  Neil also gave an update on plans to split his beat; this has been put on hold for the time being.  Neil has arranged to meet with Nick Elliott-Cannon for a walkabout in the Stenhouse / Saughton Mains areas.  Several youths who took part in the football competition on Saughton Mains Residents Association Community Fayre Day have expressed an interest in the football sessions that Neil runs on a Monday night.  John Travers has met with the Chief Inspector at Wester Hailes about the Skatepark planning application and the Crime Prevention Officer has carried out a survey of the whole park.  Neil has taken part in some Community Safety walkabouts which have been quite successful.  Sharon the Housing Officer who has been working with Neil on the Community Safety Surgeries has left to take up a new job in Fife.  Broomview House will be demolished on Sunday 21st September at about lunchtime.

5. PLANNING

There was only one item - an application to erect a shed for a motor scooter and form a driveway at 30 Stenhouse Avenue this was granted.

6. TREASURER’S REPORT

Elaine reported that only one cheque had been written for £25.47 to cover the taxi to Murrayfield for the News of the World Save Our Streets Event and stationery / prizes for Saughton Mains Residents Association Community Fayre Day.  Elaine has not received the latest bank statement but the balance is currently £2126.94.

7. PARTNERSHIP and AREA BOARD ISSUES

Area Board

The Area Boards meet every two months and have not met since the Community Council’s last meeting.

Neighbourhood Partnership

Elaine reported that she had attended a meeting of the Transport Focus Group and the main topic of discussion was the withdrawal of the number 20 bus service.  Elaine raised the issue of the installation of speed limit signs on Stevenson Drive at Stenhouse School.  Also the positioning of the bus shelters in Bankhead Avenue which are in the middle of the pavement so that when the hedge is overgrown pedestrians have to walk on the road and there is no room for wheel chairs or buggies.  Although this last item is not in Stenhouse Community Council’s area it is in the Neighbourhood Partnership area.

8. SAUGHTON PARK / CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA

Elaine reported that she has invited Craig Dunlop to attend a meeting to discuss possible community projects in Saughton Park.  Pat asked everyone to come with suggestions of projects that we could pursue.  Some discussion also took place about the condition of the Children’s play area in Stenhouse Place East and how this could be improved.  Elaine advised that European funding is available but usually for projects of £250,000 and over.  It was suggested that a few areas could be identified, children’s play areas etc. and an application for funding prepared.  Discussion also took place about the establishment of a “Friends of the Park” group for Saughton Park.  Neil will contact Gylemuir Primary School who have already established a “Friends” group for Gyle Park.  Eddie Price from Corstophine Hill Friends Group will be invited to the next meeting if Craig Dunlop is unable to attend.

9. CORRESPONDENCE

Elaine circulated a list of correspondence received.  Pat received a letter from Digital UK inviting a member of the Community Council to attend a meeting about the switchover to Digital television.  Pat also received a letter from Gavin Brown MSP reporting his activities during the past year and inviting members to visit the Parliament Building.
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a) New Name for Community Council
 Elaine reported that Eileen Hewitt had requested confirmation of the new name for Stenhouse Community Council.  At the June meeting of the Community Council the agreed name was Stenhouse, Whitson and Saughton Mains.  Pat suggested that the name be changed to Stenhouse, Saughton Mains and Whitson this was agreed.  Some discussion took place on the reason for the name change which is to reflect the area represented by the Community Council.

b) Room Hire Charges 
    Pat circulated copies costs to hire rooms in Schools.

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 15th October at 7.00pm in Carrickvale Community Centre.
