Edinburgh’s Skatepark – Frequently Asked Questions


1
Is there a need for an Edinburgh Skatepark?
The 2002 Viewfinder survey of young people in Edinburgh included 11% who made an unsolicited request for skatepark facilities and the ESP, Edinburgh Skatepark Project, group was formed with a membership of over 400 young people with the aim of achieving an outdoor, high quality skatepark for the city.  In 2008 Viewfinder 3 found that 1,800 of the young people from Edinburgh who responded listed skateboarding, rollerblading and BMX as hobbies.  Quality skateparks have been established in most local authorities across Scotland, and young people in Edinburgh deserve to have a comparable facility.
2
How would the skatepark be paid for?
Funding, including allocation from the Scottish Executive’s Quality of Life Funding, has been in place for a number of years.  As the finances were provided specifically for Edinburgh’s Skatepark this money cannot be used for any other purpose.

3
Why Saughton Park?

Saughton Park is already a venue for sporting activities and a destination park for children and young people’s outdoor play.  The proposed skatepark would compliment this use.   People may be aware that a city centre skatepark facility could not be sited in the Meadows due to a local by-law, and that the project was not built in Inverleith Park as the proposed site was part of a Conservation Area.
4

Is skateboarding a sport?

Skateboarding is recognised by sportscotland as an increasingly popular sport. The proposed development at Saughton Park has been designed to accommodate BMX and rollerblade users in addition to skateboarders, and will extend the range of opportunities for young people across the city to participate in their chosen activity.   

5
Who is the skatepark designed for?

A skatepark at Saughton Park will increase facilities for those living locally, and for others city-wide.  It would be an open access facility for children, young people and adults. The design incorporates 'nursery' areas through to challenging competition standard features, and is intended for use by beginners through to experts.  Young people from the Edinburgh Skatepark Project and representatives from the skate-boarding community have been involved in the design of the project from the outset.  Experienced boarders are always keen to induct newcomers to the sport! 

6

What size would the skatepark design be?

The overall area of the plans for the proposed skatepark is approximately 30m x 70m, however the dimensions of the design allow for local ground conditions. 
7

How would the development affect other park users?
The proposed plans will be designed so they do not reduce the number of football pitches available.  The design of the skatepark would incorporate new access and fencing where it meets the existing playarea.   This will entail the relocation of the picnic benches to another part of the play area, and a general upgrade of the play area.
8

Would the skatepark be fenced?

The skatepark would have a perimeter fence to stop anyone wandering into the area, which would be approximately 1.2m in height.
9 
Will it have lighting?

The lighting for the skatepark will be enough to allow safe use by using directional lights targeting the facility.  The light levels would be only slightly higher than that experienced under white street lighting and would not be comparable to floodlights.  

10
How will this affect problems with anti-social behaviour?

The Community Police support this project as anti-social behaviour is not a feature associated with skaters and skateparks, indeed police frequently experience a decrease in reported problems following the installation of a skatepark.  The skate facility would bring the benefits of CCTV, which would also cover the children’s play area. 

11

How would skaters get to the park and would it affect parking? 

The experience of other local authorities has shown that the majority of people using the skatepark would travel by foot and public transport or cycle so it would have no significant impact on parking.  Saughton has good bus transport links.

12
How would a skatepark affect the noise levels in the park?

Noise levels from skatepark use are not higher than any other type of sports or event presently accessing the park.  The noise levels generated on sunken, concrete skateparks are considerably less than people anticipate.  
13
Would the development of a skatepark mean trees would be lost?

The skatepark would be built in accordance with environmental guidelines as regards trees, and would not lead to their removal.

14
What about toilets?

Toilet facilities are available in the Winter Gardens.
15
Who will look after the skatepark?

The skatepark will not be formally supervised, but it will be inspected and maintained regularly.   Skaters have a good record for ensuring the facilities they use are free from litter, leaves and debris to comply with the safety requirements of their sport.
16

When would the skatepark be open and how much would it cost to use?

The skatepark will be a free, open access facility, therefore open seven days per week during daylight hours.  Evening hours would be controlled by timed lighting.

17
Will there be skate events?

Should a group wish to run a special event or competition in the skatepark they will be subject to the same charges and regulations as other sporting events.
18
What happens if there is an accident?

Signage will indicate that appropriate safety equipment should be worn, but as in all sports which take place in public parks, use of the facility is at the public's own risk.  Emergency services may be contacted and access the park in the same manner as for any other sporting park users.
19
Aren’t Skateparks just a passing fad?

It has been shown that where skateparks incorporate 'nursery' areas through to challenging competition-standard features, facilities can be in use for over 30 years.
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